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CONGRESS or r UNITED STATES, 
Ark 3, 1798. | 
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T* following Mefage was e — Tus 


ee of the United States, and ordered 
to be printed . 


| Gentlemen of the Senate, and | 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
1N compliance with the requeſt of the Houſe of 

Repreſentatives, expreſſed in their reſolution of the 
ad of this month, I tranfmit to both "Houſes, thoſe 
inſtructions o, and diſpatches from, the Envoys Extras 
ordinary of the United States to the French Republic, 
which were mentioned in my Meſſage of the 19th f 
March laſt, omitting only ſome names, and a few 
expreſſions deſęriptive of the perſons. | 

Inger that they may be conſidered in conß- 
dence, until the Members of Congreſs are fully poſ- 


ſeſſed of their contents, and ſhall have had opportu- 
nity to deliberate on the conſequences. of their pub. 


lication ; after which time 1 ent hee 1 


wiſdom. . 
| JOHN 4 AD. DAMS, 
- Paited States e 3d, 1798. 
eee -- 10 
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LETTERS OF - CREDENGE. 


And FULL POWERS to the Envoys from the 
1885 States to the Republic of 4 France. IN 


 ..., CREDENCE FOR 
Meſſi. PINCKNEY, MARSHAL and GERRY. 


JOHN ADAMS, 


PRESIDENT of the United States Yf America, 
+ HOLME : 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY of the ' French 
Republic. as 


CITIZENS DirECTORS, 
DESIROUS of terminating all 3 be- 
' . tween the United States of America and the French 
Republic, and of reſtoring that harmony and good un- 
deritanding, and that commercial and friendly inter- 
courſe, w ich, from the commencement of their po- 
liticaf connexion until lately, have fa happily ſub- 
_ fiſted, I have nominated, and h and with the advice 
and conſent of the Senate of the United States, ap- 
be 3 CHARLES COTESWORTH PIN CK. 
EY, JOHN MARSHALL, and ELBRIDGE 
GERRYY diſtinguiſhed citizens of . theſe States, 
jointly and ſeverally, Enyoys Extraordinary and 
9 85 Plenipotentiary to the French Republic, for 
the purpoſe of accompliſhing” the great objects a+ 
bovementioned : Wherefore I pray you, Citizens 
Directors, to give full crederice to what they and 
each of them ſhall ſay to you in theſe . in 
behalf of the United States; and alſo when they 
ſhall aſſure you of the ſincerity of our wiſhes for 
the welfare of the French RepubliTxr.. 
© Groen under my hand and the great ſeal of the Unit: 
ed r 0 eee at Philadelphia, the thir- 
teenth day of. July, in the year 1797, and of the 
ee of theſe States the twenty. ſecond. 
OHN ADAMS. 
+ THE PRESIDENT of the Unit States, 
TINQERNT PICKERIN G, . Y State. 


— — 
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. POWERS 3 
To Mavens. nn MARSHALI. AN \ OEBBYs 


Ml GST es TO. FRANCE. 8 
JOHN ADAMS; Preficentiof ibe United 1 
To all whom theſe Preſents Jhall COncerny (GREET NG. 

"KNOW ye, Thar, for the purpoſe of terminating all differ- 
ences between the United States of America and the French 
Republic, and of reſtoring and confirming perfect harmony 
and good underſtanding, and reeſtabliſhing a commercial and 
friendly intercourſe between them, and repoſing eſpecial truſt 
and confidence in the integrity, prudence. and abilities of 
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, JOHN MAR. 
SH ALL, and ELBRIDGE GERRY, citizens of the United 
States, J have nominated, and, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Senace, appointed the faid Charles Cotefworth = 
Pikichney, Febn Mapſball, and | Elbridge Gerry, jointly and 
| Teveraltly, Envoys Extraordinary. and Miniſters Plegipotentia- 
ry of the United: States to the French Republic; hereby 
giving and granting tö them and each of them, ſull power 
and authority, and alſo a general and ſpecial command, for 
andin the name of the United States, to meet and confer with 
the Miniſters, Commiſſioners, or Deputies of the French Re- 
itt being furniſhed with the like full powers, whether 

eparately or Jointly, and with them to treat, conſult, and ne- 
goclate, of and concerning all claims, and all matters of dif- 
ference ſubliſting between the United States and the French 
Republie, for the purpoſe of ſatisfying and terminating the 
ſame, in a juſt and equitable manner 3 and alfo of and 
concerning the general commerce between 'the United 
Sta tes and France and all other the dominions of the French 
Republic; and to conclude and ſign A treaty or treaties, cog- 
*g 34 ebe 

\ 


J 6 


vention or conventions, touching the premiſes ; tranfmitting 
the ſame to the Preſident of the United States of America 
for his final ratification, by and with the advice and con- 
ſent of che Senate of the United States if ſuch advice and 
conſent ſhall be given. 

In teſtimony whereof, I have cauſed the ſeal of the United 
States to be hereunto affixed. 

GIFEN under my hand at the City of Philadelphia, the twenty 

© ſecond day of June, in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hun- 
| dred and nintty-ſeven, and of the ee, States 


7 the twenty-firſt. 
JOHN ADAMS. | 


By the Preſident of the United States, 
_- TIMOTHY PICKERING, 


1 * E St 1c. F 
% x 
* . , 2 
f . 4 4 4 1 : 
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Department ef State, April " . 
| THE names, deſignated by the letters, W. X. v. Z. in the follow. 
ing copies of letters from the Envoys of the United States to the French 
Republic, are, in the originals, written at full length, in cyphers. Fox 
the ſame reaſon that ſingle letters are thus taken to deſignate certain per- 
ſons named in the letters, other words deſcriptive of them. are omitted, 
TIMOTHY N, 


(No. 1.) | i 
e 1 * Oftober 22, 1797. 
ALL of us having arrived at Paris on the evening of thegth inſt. on 
the next day we verbally and unofficially informed the "Miniſter of Fo- 
reign Aﬀairs therewith, and deſired to know when be would be at leifure 
to receive one of our ſecretaries with the official notification : He ap- 
pointed the next day at two o'clock, when 2 Rur IE DGE, wait 


ed on him wich che following letter: 
e 


4 


Siren Mriwheu, | 


THE nd e bong Uhr eee | 


ferences between them and the French Republic, and of reſtoring that 
harmony and good underſtanding; and that commercial and friendly 
intercourſe, which from the common cement of their political connex+ 
jon until lately have fo happily ſubſiſted, the Prefident has nominated, 
and by and with the advice and confent of the Senate, has appointed us, 
the underſigned, jointly and ſeverally, Envoys Extraordinary and Mi- 
niſlers Plenipotentiary to the French Republic, for the purpoſe of ac- 
complifhing theſe great objets. In purſuance of ſuch nomination and 
appointment and with ſuch view having come to Paris, we wiſh, Citi- 
ren Minifler to wait on you at any hour you will be pleaſed to ap- 
point, to preſent the copy of our Letters of Credence ; and whilſt we 
evince our ſincere and ardent deſire for the ſpeedy reſtoration of friend- 
Thip and harmony between the two Republics, we flatter ourſelves with 


your concurrence in the accompliſhment of this defirable event, We 


requelt you will accept IIHF eee 
yr or 

Feu, Oflober Gth, in the 22d year of American Independence, © 

| Ci. C. PINCKNEY, 


(sigel) © © JOHN MARSHALL, 


ELBRIDGE GERRY. 


* 


10 this letter the miniſler gave a verbal anſwer, that he would ſee us 
the day after the morrow (the 8th) at one clock. Accordingly at that 
hour and day we waited on the miniſter at his houſe, where his office is 
held, when being informed he was not at home, the ſecretary- general of 


the department told Major RuTtzDcz that the miniſter was obliged 


to wait on the Direftory, and requeſled we would ' ſuſpend our ' viſit 


until three o'clock. At which hour we called, The minifler we 


found was then engaged with the Portugueſe minifter, who retired” in 
about ten minutes, when we were introduced and produced the copy of 
our lenen of credence Mhich the Miniſter e * 
formed us | | 

« That 
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+ & That the Direftory had required him to make a report relative to. 
the ſliugtion of zhe United States, with regard to France, which he was 
then about, add which Would be finiſhed in a few days, when he would 
let us know what ſteps were to follow... | 

We aſked if cards of hoſpiality wers.in the mean time neceſſary ? He 
| Laid they were, and that they ſhould be delivered to us; and he imme- 
dialely rung for bis ſecretary and direfied him to make them out. The 
| cotverſation was carried on * him n and by us in our own 
wN 1 

Tbe next day . 1 (en 10 ws and our Hate, 
"ind file Caizable io our official charakter. 
On Saturday the, 24th, Major . Movnrriozencs informed Gen- 

pc Pixexxzx, that he had a converſation with Mr. O/mond the pri- 
vate and confidential ſecretary of the Miniſter of Foreign. Affairs, who 
told bim, that the Direflory were greatly exaſperated at ſome parts of the 
Preſident's Speech, at. the opening of the laſt ſeſſion of Congreſs, and 
would require an explanation of them from us. The particular pants were 
not mentioned, In another converſation on the ſame day che ſecretary 
informed the Major, that the Miniſter had told him it was, probable 
we ſhould not have a public audience of the Direftory until ſuch times as 
eur negociation was finiſhed, that probably perſons might be appoint- 
ed to treat with us, but they would report to him, and lie would have 
the direction of the negociation. The Major did not conceal from Mr, 
Os uon his intention to communicate theſe converſations to us. 
In the morning of October the eighteenth, M. W. . . of the 
| houſe of , . . called on General Pixcxxzy and informed him, that 
2 M. X. who was in Paris, and whom the "General had ſeen . , 
«Was A. gentleman of conſiderable credit and reputation 
AA and that we might place great reliance on him. 

In che evening of the ſame day M. X. called on Gen. Pixckner, 
and after having fat ſome tim whiſpered him that he had 
a meſſage from M. Talley rand to communicate, when be was at leiſure 
| General Pixcxxev immediately withdrew gwith him into another 
room; and when they wete alone M. X. ſaid, chat he was char 

RY ged 


98 

Py” « buſineſs n novice ; that be had been ac- 
quainted with M, Telleyrgnd '» +. 4 >; + and. that be was) 
Lure be bad a great regard for [America] and in citizens ; and was very 
| defirqus, that a reconciliation ſhould be brought about with France ; hm 
| 10 elfefuace that, end, he yas fendy, if it was thought proper, to ſug- 
gell a plan, confidenvially, that N. Tolleyrand expefied would anſwer the 
pirpole. Generel Puxetney aid he ſhould be-glad to hear it. M. 
N. replied dat the Direftory, and particulacly uo of the members of it, 
were exceedingly irritued at ſome paſſages of the Preſidear's Speech, 
and defired that they ſhould be fofiened ; and that ibis lep would. be 
neceſſary previous to our reception, that beſides /this,s ſur of money 
was required for the pocket of the Direfory and Miniſters, which would 
be at the diſpoſal of M. Talleyrand, and that a loom would alſo be ini 
ed on. M. X. ſaid, if we acceded to theſe meaſures, M. Talleyrand | 
had no doubt that all our differences with France might be accommodaied, | 
On enquiry, M. X. could not point out the particular paſſages of the 
Speech that had given offence, nor the quantum of the loan, but men- 
tioned that . the douceur for: the pocket was iwelye hundred thouſand, 
livres, about fifiy thouſard pounds ſierling. General Pinckney told. 
him, bis colleagues and himſelf, from the. time of their arrival here, 
had been treated with great flight and diſceſpeft ; that they earneſſly 
ed by their country with very great powers io obtain cheſe ends, on hon 
orable terms : That with regard to the propoſitions made, be could nos, 
even conſider_of them before. he had communicated, em 10 bis cel 
ſeagues : That afier he had done ſo, he ſbould bear from him, After 
a communication and conſultation had, itwas agreed, that General Pix E= 
Nay. ſhould call on, M. X. and requeſt him to make his. propoſitions 

to ws all ; and for fear of miſtakes or miſapprehenſions, that he ſhould de 
Ea ot oo dr meyers Vn Accordingly, on the morning 
of Oftober 19, Gen, Pincxxz v called on M. X., who conſenced; , 
to ſee his colleagues in the evening, and to reduce his propolitions io wtit- 
ting, He {aid his communication. was not . immediately, with M. Tal- 
brand, bat through another gentleman, in whom Talleyrand had 
r proved * N 8 
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-Ar fix inte evening Ri. X. came did fff with he fi Gerad fe- 
poſitions ; which, tranſlated from the French are as follow: * ag ep 


A perſon who poſſeſſes the confidence of the DireRory, on what re- 
hies to the affairs of America,convinced of the mutual advantages which 


would reſult from the re · eſtabliſhment of the good unde: ſtanding between 
the two nations, propoſes to employ all lis influence to obtain this object 
He will aſſiſt the Commiſſioners of the United S:ates im all the demands 
which they may have to make, front the Covernment of France, inaf- 
mneh as they may not be conttadictory to thoſe which he propoſes him 
ſelf to make; and of which the principal will bs communicated confi« 
duntially. It is defired that in the oſſſeiul cotmunications there ſhould be 
given a ſoftening turn to x part of the Preſident's ſpeech to Congrefs, 
which has caufed much irritation, It is feared that in vot ſatisfying ects 


uin individuals in'this reſpeft, they may give ay to al their reſentment. 


The nomination of commiſſioners! will be conſented to on the fame foot- 
ing as they have been named in the treaty With England.to decide on the 
reclamations which individuals of America may make on the” govern- 


ment of | France, or on French individuals,” The payments which, 


agreeadly to the deciſſions of the Contmiſſioners, ſhall fall to the ſhare 


of the French goverütdent, re to be advanced by the American gov- 
ernment itſelf, It is deſired that e funds which by this means ſhall 


enter again into the Ambrican trale, ſhould be employed” in new fup- 
plies forthe French colonies, © Engagements of this nature on the part 
of individuals reclaiming will always haftet, in al” probability, the de- 
cillion of the French commiſſioners: "And perhaps it thay be Telired 
that this elauſe ſhould mike 4 pit of che ibſtrufiions' which the govern- 
ment of theUnited States ſhould yivetotheComtiſſioners they may chooſe. 
The French governirient defires belides,t obtain à loan from theUnitedS. 
but ſo that ſhe ſhould not give any jealouſy to the Engliſh (government, 


not hurt the neutrality of the United States. "This Ioan ſhall be maſked by 
Kk palating, that the government efthe U. States, conſents to make the ad- 


vances, for the payment of the debts contratted by the agenis of the 

French Govertiment, wich the citizens of the Volted Stites and which 

n r but 
mY "without © 


- 


1 


en wink been yet effeftuated, . There ſhould be — + 
note to the amount of theſe debts. Probably, this none may be accoms 
panied by oftenſible ieces,which will guarante ta the Agents the cle 
bilizy, of, the United, States in caſe any mobrage ſhould cauſe, an enquiry, 
There ſhall al ſo þefirſt taken from this loan certain ſums for the, pur 


poſe. of making the cuſtomary diſtributions. in diplomatic affairs,” - 
The perſon of note mentioned in iheſe minues; who had the confie, 
dence. of the NireQory, he ſaid, before us all was M. Talleyrand, The 
zwoynt of the loan be cpuld- ot alcertain; preciſely, but underſiod. it 
would be, according te pot abiliy io pay, The ſom which would. be, 
conlidered as proper, aceonling ta diplomatic. uſage, was about twelve ban: 
dred thouſand livres. He could not {late to us what parts of the Preſi- 
dent's ſpeech wete exdepted to, but ſuid he would: i nquite and inform us. 
He:agreed to breakfafl with, Mt. G. dhe morning after the 8ſt. in 
der t make ſuch explanations as we had then requeſſed or ſhould di 


proper. to. requeſt.:/. hut on the morning of.che,20t,,M. X. called and. - 


fad that NI. V. the tonfigevtial friend of M; Talleyrand, inflead of com- 
caurtiemting with us.through M. N. would fee. us, himſelf and make the 


neteſſaty explanations. '. We appointed id meet him dhe evening. of the, = 


azcth, at 7 o'clock, in Gen. Matſhall's toom. At 3, M. V. and M 
X. entered ; and the firſt mentioned gentleman, being introduced to us: 
as the confidential friend of M. Talleyrand, iminediately ſtated to us the. 
favourable impreſſions of that geritleman, tbward bur couhtry, impreſſion 
which were made by the kindneſs and ciyilities he had perſonally receiv<: 
ed in Ametics ; that impreſſed by his ſoticitude to repay theſe kindnefſeſs, 
| he wir willing 10 aid 6 in dhe prefee negoriatiog by big good! offices 
wich dhe Diretiory, bo were, he faid, extremely itritated agelnſd e 
government of the United States, om avechnt of fone: 
Merits fperchs and who had neither acknowledged nor lecewed us 
an Cotifiquenily have bot aithorifed M. Talleyraxd io hiye any com- 
mute rene with us. The Miniſter ibere be cout hot ſee dg Eiiniſelf, 
but hid authoriſed his friend M. V. 10 communzeste to ub ce proge.! 
ions, and to þrotife on his party that if we would engage 6e cpüſſger 
chem as the rr be would iubereode d che 
bu N „ 2 Las 1 25 046 N nn! „ of ee W 


"Pies! 
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lows: * nig Jaw bs en en; 
o 


£ the epithets contained in the whole paragraph : Secondly, reparation is de- h 


te the treaty of 19478, and had none of thoſe faual conſequences, 
en atkriowledgement in writing of the: depredations exerciſed on 


Ieſpe to the United States, exaflly on the ſame footing as they fland | 


12 


Direftory to acknowled, r 
died to us explicitly and repeatedly, that he was cloathed with fe au- 
, thar Us was” not a diplomatic charafter'; that be was not 4 
«©. be wn only the friend of N. Tilleyran, and tal ue 
that Wich regard" to kimſelfhe hadi. . bod that be earneſtly 
wiſhed well to the Uuited States. eee Yeah 
ravflation of the Preſident's ſpeech, the parts of which objefted to by the 


' Direftory were marked, agreeably to our requeſt io M. X. and are con- 
tuined in the exhibit A. Then he made us the ſecond ſet of propoſi- 


| rlons,which were difiated by kim, and vriuen by N. x. in our preſence, 


n Geliver o and which, eqidtd from de French, ares 

"a There is se- formal db in wrking, decking bud 
Weck of the citizen Preſident Barra, did not contain any thing offenſive 
rd the government of the United States, nor any thing which deſerved 


manded for the "article by which it hall be declared, hat ihe decree of 
the "Direftory, there mentioned, did nd ee thing comrary 


Paragraph reproaches to it: Thirdly, it is demanded, 


wade by the Engliſh and French privateers: Founhly, ee | 
of France, faithful to the profeſſion of public faith which it has made 
not to invermeddlle in the internal afſais of foreign governments with which, 
is at peace, would look upori this paragraph as'an. attack upon its loyalty, 
if this was intended by the Preſident. It demands, in conſequence a 
formal declaration, that it ij nat the government of France,nor its agents, 


| that this paragraph meant to deſignate : Ja conſideration of theſe repa- 
rations, che French Republic is diſpoſed to renew with the United States | 


of Ametica, a treaty. which will place them reciprocally in the ſame ſlate 
that they were in 4798. By this new reaty France ſhall be placed with, 


with England, in virtue of the laſt ireaty which has been concluded be- 

tween them. A ſecret article of this new treaty would be a loan tobe, 

male by the United States to the French . 
5 — 


6. "4 


eben the amount or the loan, ir would be endeavoured to confult the e- 
veriience of the United States, with reſpełt to the belt method of pre- 
venting its publicicy,—Onreading the” ſpeech, M. Y -Ailated very wh 
upon the keene of the reſentment it had produced, and expatiated large- 
ly on the fatifaffion be laid was penfably neceſſary as a preliminary 
co negociation,” But, nid Ks, yr TAI nor diffiliſe" from you, 
that this — — ee of the treaty remalns t 
a} gent—il ft keaucbap Farghtt:% you uf 
pay | a great dell of money, Le ſpoke nuch of the 
force, the honor, $a Khao Republic pride of France's and repre: 
 ſentedio wi firongly * the alvantages which we ſhould derive fromihe neu- 
 rality thus to be lh.” "He aid,” that the” receipt of the money | 
might be fo Eigiled #6 © pr prevent lis belng bonbdered as a breath of 
neutrality Sound by Engl rd tg five s i ben ease in be 
. rr T ee "that 
ing mp on all des, to be tequired for | te officer 
. kürtber explanation. Theſe 
4 . £9 "pro 


propoſitions, wt ook gy admin 
oe, M, Tallyrerd wyle, ay by in injome 5 5 
reBory, he cou n the government, to to receive w. 
33 thats without preyiou 0 
tin en the he required, we were nor tobe edel He aft, 


| hat M. Talleyrand himſelf was not, authorized to ſpeak 19 ws uhe words 
of the Direftory, god conſequently could not auborize him. , ,The coo- 
verſaion contiqued uni half afier pine, when they, lefe us 4 having en 
gaged to breakfaſt with Mc, Gunny the IF mornipg, Devil bl. 
 QRober ait, Nl. T carge before o'clock My, F. q hct eon 
until 10e had paſſed the morniog-with M. Talprend. Aſter, 
breakfaſt the lubj ect was immediately reſumed. He repreſeoted t 
us that we were not yet acknowledged or received.;, that, the Di. 
_ rectory were ſo exaſperated, againſt the United States ag to have 
come to a determination to demand fram. us, previous to our re- 
ception, thoſe Meek. nen . ere which 


birgſglf were extremely ſenbble of the peis 've 2 feel in profes, 
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preliminary to abtain our reception ;..unle6_ we could find the, 


JeRtion,to, our camplaining.of theſe captures i in the 


* 4 


ing with this demand ; bat that the DireQtory, would. nat diſpenſe 
with it . that, therefore we muſt gonſider it as the indiſpenſable 


means-to, change their determinatign, in this partigulag,z. that. if we 
ſatisfied the Directory in theſe. penticulars, a letter would, be writ- 
ten to us to demand the extent of our powers, and to know whether 
we were, authorized to plape them preciſely on the ſame footiag 
with England ; whether, he.ſaid, our full powers were really and 
ſubſtantially fall pewers; ot, like thoſe of Lord Ma LMESBYRY 
only, illuſory, pawers,35—Tiat, if tp ig demand our anſwer ſhould 
be affirmative, tnen France ;would conſent that Commiſſioners 
ſhould be appointed, to aſcertaja the claims of the United States 
in like manner as under our treaty. v with England ; but from ner 
jurifdiction muſt. be withdrawn thoſe which were andemaed 5 55 
want of a role Cequipage—that being a point on which M 
while Miniſter of Juſtice, had written a treatife, and © on tic 
the Directory were decided. Phere would ES ng od · | 
e of the 
negociation, and if we could convince Mer ia by our ES 
the Miniſter would 2 'be {atisfed with our {0 doing, We 
required an explanation of that part of the converſatig n in which 
M. T. bad hinted at our findidg f means ta avert the e mand con. 
the Prefidet's Speech. He anſwered, that he as hot àu - 


Fran ſtate thoſe 1 means, but that we muff ſeatch for them and' 


propoſe them ourſelves. If however we aſked his opinion, a> a pri- 
vate individual, and would receive” it 28 coming from him, he 
would ſuggeſt to us the means which in his opiridn would” 
on being aſked to ſuggeſt the means, he antwered, money; "that 
the Directory were jealous of its own honor and of the hanot/ of 
the nation ; that it inſiſted on receiving from us the ſame tefpe& 
with which we bad treated the” King ; that this honor wut be 
maintained in the manner before required, unleſs we fuß ſtituted 
in the place of thoſe repatations ſomething perhaps more valua- 


ble, that was, money. He ſaid further, that if we defired him ta 


point out the fam enn believed wg de fatfa8tory, be 
Win i n en bu 


\ 


13. 


would do fo. We requeſted him 10 * and he ſaid; that 
there were Thirty-two! millions of florins of Dutch Inſcriptions, 


| worth-ten ſhillings in the Pound, which might be-atfigned to us at 
T. enty Shillings in the Pound ; and proceeded to ſtate o ut the 
certainty; that after a peace, the Dutch government would repay us 
the money; ſo that we ſhould ultimately loſe nothing and the on- 


ly operation of the weaſure would be an advance ſtom us to 


France of Thirty-two Millions, on the oredit of the government of 


Holland. We aſked him whether the Fifty Thouſand Pounds ſter- 
ling as à douceur to the Directory, muſt be in addition to this ſum. 
He anſwered in the affirmative; We told him that oh the ſubject 
of the treaty; we had no heſitation in ſaying that our powers were 
ample : That on the other poitts/ propoſed to us ve would retite 
into another room, and return in a few minutes with our anſwer. 
We committed immediately to writing the anſwer we propoſed, 
in the following words Our powers reſpecting a treaty are am- 
ple: But the propobtion of a loan in the form ef Duteh I nſctip- 
tions, or in any form, is not within the limis of our inſtyu&ions ; 
upon this point, therefore, the government muſt be-confulted ; 
one of the American miniſters, will, for the purpoſe,” forthwith 
embark for America - provided the Directory will ſuſpend all fun- 
ther captures on American veſſels, and will ſuſpend proceedings on 


| thoſe already captured, as well where they have been already con- 


demned as where the deciſions have not yet been rendered; and 
that where ſales have been made; but the money not yet teceived 
by the captors, it ſhall not be paid until the preliminary queſtions, 

propoſed to the miniſters of the United States be diſeuſſed and de- 
cide d; Which was read 8 a verbal anſwer, and we told them they 
might copy i, if they pleaſed. NT. refuſed te a0 fo his diſ- 
appointment was apparent Phe ſaid we treated the tnoney part of 
the propoſition as if it had prbcetded from the Directory; Pere. 
A in fact it did not proceed en from the” min ilter, but was "only 
« Tuggeſtidn from himſelf” as a ſubilktute to be propoled by e ns, i in 
222 the painful icknowledg went that the VDiretory had 


SW vs, L 4 was "told, him. or we ae matter. 
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46 
perfectly chat we knew.the propoiition was ** 
but that it came ſubſtantially, from the minifter. We aſked what 
had led to our preſent con verſauon ꝰ And Gen. Pisex nav then 
repeated the firſt communication from M. X. to the whole of whick 
that gentleman aſſented, arid we obſerved that thoſe gentlemen 
lad bronzht no teſtimonials of their ſpeaking any thing from au- 
thority j dut that relying on the fair characters they bore, we had 
| believed them when they ſaid they were ſtom the miniſter, and had 
convetfed-wtith; them in like manner, as if we were cotverting with 
M. Talleyrand himſelf ; and that we could not conſidet any ſug: 
geſtion M. V. had made, as not having been previouſly. approved 
of but yet if he did not chuſe to take a memorandum in writing 
of our anſwer, we had no wiſh, that he ſhould do ſo : And further, 
if he choſe to give the anſwer to his propoſition; the form of a pro- 
poſition from ourſelves, we could only tell him, that we had no 
other propoſition to make relative to any advance of money on ot 
part: That America had ſuſtained deep and heavy loſſes. by 
French depredations on our commerce, and that France had al - 
ledged fo many complaints againſt the United States 3 that op thoſe 
ſubjects we — 2 not a liale — to 
ere eee, — * neee Haney 
which had the appearance of our being the aggreſſing party. M. T. 
complained, that inſtead of our propoſing Some ſubſtitute for the 
reparations demanded of us, we were ſtipulating certain corditions 
to be performed by the Directory itſelf "That, he could not take 
charge of ſuch. propoſitions, ;.and that the Directory would perſiſt 
in its demand of thoſe regarations,which he at firft ſtated, , We an- 
ſwered, that we could not help iʒ z it was for the Directory to de- 
N e N eee the intereſts of . 


writ propoition, which was, de know whether we. wege ready, 19. 
* make the difavoyal, re arations and explanations congerning the, 


Frefdent's eech. Ve told bim that we ſuppoſed it to be im - 
poſſible 


7 4 ; 
voſkible, that cither he or the miniſter could imagine; that ſuch 4 
propoſition cvuld require/an antwer; that we did not underſtand it 
as being ſeriouly expected ut ada as. e to the ſub · 
jects of reah Von ſider atio of bly 3,994) hoo 
He poke of the reſpeſt which 33 eie ee repeated 
that it would exact as much as was paid to the ancient kings. We an- 
ſwered, that America had demonſttated to the world and eſpecially! to 
France, = much greater reſpeRt for her preſent goyerament than for her 
former monatch ; and chat” thers was no evidence” of this diſpoſiion 
which oitght'to be required chat we were not ready to give. He ſaid 
_ that we ſhoutd'ceruinly not be received; and ſeemed to ſhudder at the 
cobſequences. We told him, that America had wade every poſſible 
effort to temala on friendly terms wich France; that ſtiæ was tilt mak - 
ing them ; chat if France would not hear us, but would make war om the 
Uvited'Sthtes;" nothing remained for u but to regre the” unavoidable 
| neceſſity of defending ourſelves. 77. - znows 22s 2. 19 
be ſubjeRt' of our powers was age mentioned f and n 
that America was ſolicitous to have no more miſunderflandings with" an 
republic} but efpecially widh France ; and that ſhe ile d all 
treaty, and Was lenfſible that no treaty conld de permanent, Which did 
not comport with the intereſt of the /pitties} aud, merefors that he 
might be affured, tar our Powers were ſuch, a authotiſed us td place 
France on qual © ground | with England, in an felpetts in Which af 
inequality might be ſuppoſed to exiſt at Fein between” then; o "the 
difadvatitage of Prante. The fubjeR of the rale Tequipage” was allo 
| mentioned: and we aſked what aſſurance could we have, if France inf. 
ed on the right. of alding to the flipulations of our treaty, of of aller- 
ing them by, . municipal regulations, that any future treaty we could _ 
make ſhould be obſerved. M. V. ſaid that he did not alert the prin- | 
ciple of con ps rrexties by municipal regulations 3 {bur that the Di- 


11e 


e 


porting _ the emit Weobſerred, 1 him, that bone of our 0 
bad what the French. termed a rode d'equipage,,. and bt il we were ſo 
W gehn Proper Which had been taken From our, (cuizens,| p 
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ernment would be reſponſible to its citizens for the property, ſo ſurren- 


dered, ſince it would be impoſſible to undeitake to aſſert, that there 


Vas any rag” in Wi ings that ebb 
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T'cquipage. - 

Ts Ag een Wa che Mee been Men 
was again mentioned; and it was obſerved, that the Conſtitution of 
the United States authorized and required. our Preſident to communi- 
cate his ideas on the affaits of the flation ; that, in obedience to.the 


| Conflitution, he had done ſo ; that we bad hot power to confirm er in- 


validate any part of 'the Preſident's Speech ; that ſuch an attempt 
could. produce no vther effect than to make us ridiculous to the, govern- 
ment and to the citizens at large of the United States, and to pro- 
duce, on the part of the Preſident, an immediate diſavowal and recal 


of us 2s his agents: That independent of this, all America was ac- 
Jduainted with the fafts ſtated by the Preſident; and dur difavowing 


them would not change the public ſentiment concerning them. 
We parted with mutual profeſſions of perſonal reſpeft and with full 
indications, on the part of M. Lene . 
mediately receive the threatehed letter. 
ö The woes, of the ͤ » AHL ig Oy" avvifiey 
of ſecrecy ; and we have PR MoS en e 
hall in no event be made public. __ 1 
We hare he hor whe wh gm reſet ad de your wot u. 


t bumble W. 
ONES... d. REV. 
+ J. MARSHALL, 
| ee 
K n „ u e e n 
figned between the French Republic and ih Emperor ; the particulars 


you will find i in the public prints, The Portugueſe "Miniſter is or- 
dered to quit France, as the treaty with Portugal has not been yet rati- 


fied by the Queen, The treaty itſelf is declared by "the Direftory"ts 


be void. Since our arrival at Paris the tribunal of calfation has rejefted 
| Capt. Scott's petition, complaining of the condemwation of his veſſel by 


the 


. 19 
the civil tribunal for the want of J role d'equipage, Mr. —— in be. 
hulf 62 dhe owners of the American veſſels, who have appealed in the 
laſt reſort $0 dh bent of caſution, informs, that notwitllnding ll 


hearing of the Roſanna, a q diplomatic 1 * is of our ne · 
gociation is known, that caſe is ſer down for hearing, and will come on 
the 29th or goth jnſt, The ſame and ſays, that it is obvious, that 
the triburial have'received inftruftiams from the officers of ibe government 
0 haflen their deciſions, and har i was hardly worth while to, for 
all our petitions in caffation woulg be rejected. Our advocates — 
decline giying their mme e dye ue w CR 
henſion of committing ihemſelves. 

Col. Picrzaixe, Sec'ry of the Und Sar 
3 
Nee of the PRRSI ENT Speech, e 0 

in Letter No. I, under the title , Exhibit A. 

1 Wit - this condutf of the French government it e 
to take, into view the public audience giv en to the late miniſter of the 
United States, on his taking leave of the Executiye Directory. The 
ſpeech of the ee ſentiments more alarming than the re- 
fuſal of a m iniſter, beca ule more dangerous joqur indepgndence-and union 
and x tho fare time luda m marked with indigniies nga the govern- 
ment of the United States, Ttevineesa diſpoſition to ſeparate the people 
of the United States, from the government ; to perſuade them, that they 
have. different affeftions, principles and intereſls from thoſe of their fel. 
low citizens, whom they themſelves haye choſen to manage their common 
©oncerns, and thus to, produce diviſions fatal to out peace. Such attempts 
ought 0 be repelled with 74 decifion, "which Hall convince France 
and the world that we are not a degraded people, humiliated under a 
colonial ſenſe of fear tee, 
eee nere 
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official information a n wo. 
believe unt the Executive Directory paſſed: a decree on the 2d of March 
laſt, contravening in part, the treaty of amity and commerce of 1778, 
injurious to our lawful'commerce, and endangering the lives of e 
zens. e mmm 

25 in ein 257 tis ALE em! © g WHT 


£ "4 2 8$- £4 


- While . ts adjuſt ace with WY by 


7 þ 14 4 
a } 


amicable negociation, che progreſs of the war in Europe, the depreda- 


tions on our commerce; the perſonal injuries to our citizens, and the ge- 
neral complexion of affairs, render it tny eee to et 
to your conſideration effeftual SIE n 3 4 
IV.. 1/3 2517 J$J 
besen vas A IRONY what has been 
before obſerved, that endeayours have been employed to foſter and 
eſtabliſh a diviſion between the government and people of the United 
States. To inveſligate the cauſes which have encouraged this. attempt 
is not neceſſary. But to repel, by decided and united councils, iobpu; 
ations ſoderogatory io the honor, and aggreſſions ſo dangerous to the cem 
ſlitution and even n — nation is an e, 28 


3 ANSWER or NM. BARRAS, 


Mit 


Preſident of the Executive Direflory io the ſpeech of Mr. Morse sien | 


taking leave, to which the ſpeech of the blen of the Vnited 
States, refers. + 67 POE ad 
Mr. Miniſter rieten of the United " 5 of America, 1 


France rich in her liberty, ſurrounded by a crowd of vidories, Ajorg 


in the eſteem of her allies, will not abate herſelf by calcylating the copſe-- 
| quences of the condeſcenſion of the American government to the ſuggeſ- 


tions of her former tyrants. Moreover, the French Republic hopes, 
that the-ſucceſſors of Calumlus, | Ramhip,*,and Penn, aver proud of 


| their liberty, vill nerer forger, that they owe it ue France. | They will 


— 


Probably intended for Raleigh, 


2 | | | 82 
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1 in 1 wiſdom, the. n — Yor of the Tien 
people, wich the crafty careſſes of certain perfidious perſons who meditate 
5 bringing them back to their former Nlavery. Aſſure the good American American 
people, Sin, that. like them, we adore liberty, that they will always have 
our eſleem, and that they wi vil god in che French People republican generoſi- 
ty, which knows how. to grant peace, as it does to cauſe us ſovereignty to. 
Fern A to you, Mr. Miniſter Pleni potentizry, you have com- 
bated for principles, you + have known the true imereſts of your "country. 


Degart, with our regret —ln you 1 we give up a repreſentative Ame- 
rica, and l the r of the Cntizen, whoſe perſons Dr 
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i ahirry-fox quarts pages of cypher; and in eight. 
2 rege ghar 190 3 
dient humble ſervants, D ν¹ e l C:PINCKNEY, - * 
D & AUG” 0) WON 2 10611 en N81 + os par yen erp 9 1 
qu biabanlo ene 12 ls Ny GERRY. % Nn 
eee or erb wn % li d 40 f 000 
e nn U — | M s 
d Is il : 00 * Arne Hane aun 1797 
eee received. another ;,viſic from M. K. | He imqedi- 
ately mentioned the. great eyent announced in the papers and then fad, 
thar ſoine propoſals: from us bad heen expefled on the, ſubjeft on which | ' 
we had beſore converſed ; chat the Dizeftory were; becaming impatient 
and would take 8 decided courſe wich regard 0 America, if ye could poi 
fofien lem. Wie anfwered, dus on that ſubjgft we had. already ſpoken 
explicitly, and had nothing farther 10.add,, He mentioned. the change in 
the ſtate of chings which had been produced by the peace, ith the Em- 
peror, as warratiting an expetlation of a chang in our ſyliew ; * which 
ex wan, en En TRL BY 221 N 
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bu 
ond all ocher veutral wacdow thi bd boon before maken 1 thee & had 
been determined, that all nations ſhould aid them or be conſidered and 
treated as their enemies, We atifvered that ſuch an effeft had already: 
been contemplated by us xg probable, and had not been overlooked when | 
ve gave to this propoſition our decided anfer ; and further that we ad 
no power to negociate for a loan of money; that our government had not | 
' contemplated ſuch a circumſtance in Why degree whatever ; that if we 
ſhould ipulate a loan, it would be perſetity a void thing, and” would on- 
ly deceive France and expoſe ourſelves, M. X. again expatiated on the 
= power and violence of France ; be urged the danger of our fituation, , 
a preſſed the policy of foliening them and of thereby * obtaining 


1 time. The preſent men he ſaid would very probably not continue = 
— 44 long in power 3 and it would be very unfortunate if thoſe who might 
yh ſucceed, with'better diſpoſitions towards us, ſhould find the fo nations in 
1 actual war. We anſwered, that if a war ſhould be made on us by. France, 


R would be ſs obviouſly forced on us, that on a change of men, peace 
might be made with as much facility as the preſent diffecences could be ac | 
commodated : We added, that all America deprecated -a' wat with 
France; but that our preſent ſituation was more ruinous to us than a do- 

cCälared war could be; chat at-preſent our commerce was plundered unpro- 

| tefted ; but that if war was declared, we ſhould ſeck the means. of pro- 

1 teftion, M. X. ſaid, he hoped we ſhould not form a connection with, 
1 Britain; and we anſwered, that we hoped ſo too; that we had all been en - 
| gaged in our revolution war, and felt its injuries 3 that it bad made be 
deepeſt impreſſion on us ; but that if France ſhould attack us, we muſt 
ſeek the belt means of ſelf defence. M. X. again returned to the ſub« 
jekt of money; faid he, gentlemen you do-not {peak to ihe point 3. it is 
| money, it is expefied that you will offer money. We, aid we bad 
þ ſpoken to that point very explicitly 3 we had given an anfwere. No, 
1 a faid be, you have hot; what is' your anſwer ? We replied, it is. 09-3 
ww no; not a fixpence, He again called our attention 0 che dangers 
which chreatened our country, and aſked, if it would not be prudent, 
though we might not make. a loan to the nation, to intereſt an inſluential 
Walen n e e LY 
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reaſoning with which we might. ſupport them ; 3, that _they diſregarded 
their own colonies : and conſidered themſelves as, perfeklly invulneta- 
ble with reſpes 10 us 3 that , we coald only acquire an intereſt among 
them by a judicious application of money; and i it was for us to conſider 
Whether the fituation of dur country did not op, that theſe means 
ould be. reſorted {UP 

We obſerved, that he condull of the French government was * 
wo leave. us much reaſon to "fear, that ſhould we give the money it would 
left ng good purple, and would not produce a jull mode of thinking 
wich reſpett to us, He ſaid, that when we employed a lawyer we gave 
him a fee, without knowing whether the cauſe could be gained or not 
but it was neceſſary to have one, and ve paid ſor his ſervices Hoe 
choſe ſervices were ſucceſsful or not ; ſo in the preſent Nate of things 
the money muſt be advanced for the-good offices the-individuals were, 19 
renden whatever might be the effefts of thoſe, good offices, We .told 
hien there was no parallel in the caſes; thats lawyer, not being to render 
he judgment, could not command ſucceſs : He could only eadeavor to 
obtain it, ; and conſegaenily we could only; pay him. for, his endeavors: 
But che direftory could decide on ibe iſſue of. Our nogociation.—-Lt had 
only. to.order'that ao more, American veſſels ſhould. .be.. ſeized,.and , 9 
und thoſe now. in cultpdy. to be reſtored).agd iber could be no op: 
ſign-10 the order. He Laid, that all. the member of, the Direflory 
were: not diſpoſed to receive our money ; that Mz xantfor inſtance, = 
w. paid from anothet quarter, and would touch 0 part of the douceur 
which was to come from us. We replied, chat we had underſiood that 
Malt was paid-by/ the-awners: of the;privateers, and he nadded an 

adhoc io the fatt, He proceeded io pref din dubjed with vaſt perſeve- 
ante. | He told us chat we paidmneney:toobtain-prare>wittythe! Alge 
tines; and wich the Indians 31a6d/that it vas doing no more to y France 
for peace. To ibis it was-anſwered; that when our governtnent com- 
"mented/a treaty with: Algiers or s:e Indian tribes, ĩt was underſtood that 
money was to form the baſis of the treaty and was its eſſential article 3 
that the whole nation knew: it, and was prepared to expaRt it u a ching 
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of courſe ;\ but Fg creaing vi 25 out government had "=" 
poſed chat a propoſition ſuch as be 'r would if made by us, give 


mortal offence. He aſked if our governinent did not know, that noth- 


ing was to be obtained here | without woney ? We replied, that dür 
overnment had not even, . ſuſpeHted fuchs a ſtate of things.” Heap. 
ed lurpriſecd a at it, and ſaid there was not. an 'Ametican 18 Parts | 


who could hot have given that information. © We told him that 


the letters of our miniſter had indicated a very contrary temper in | 


the government of France ; an id had teprel cited it as acting entire- 
ly upon principle, and as feeling 4 very pure and difiitefeſted af 
fection for America.” He Tooked ſome what furpriled, and "ſaid 
briſkly to General Pixerney well, fir, od have beet a long 
time in France and in Holland; What'd6 F6u think of ir? Gen 
efal Pine ust anſwered, that he bufdered . X. and M. T. 8 
men of truth, and of conſequence Fond habe but one opinion 


on the fubject. He ſtated that Haindvurg and other fates of Eu- 


rope were obliged to buy” a peace; and that it worild be" Eqtially'for 
our "intereſt to deo fo. Once more be Tpoke of the danger of 4 
breach with France, and of her powtt Which nothing could reſiſt. 


We told him that it would be in vai fot us to deny het poet or | 


the ſolicitude* we felt to avoid à conteſt with it; that no nation ef- 
fimated her power m ore highly tharAmerics, or wiſhed"more' to 
be on amicable terms with her; but that one object was ſtill 
dearer to us than the friendſhip of France, which was our nation - 


al independence: that Amertea had take A neutral tation: ;- ſhe = 
had a right to take it; no nation had @ right to force us out of it 


that to lend a ſum of money to a belligerent power abounding in 


every thing requiſite for war but money, was to reliaquiſh-our 
neutrality and take part in the war ; to lend this money under 


the laſh and coercion of France, was to relinquiſſi the govern” 
ment of ourſelves, and to lubmit to a tureign. goyetument impoſed 
upon us by force ; that we would make at leaſt one manly rug 
gle before we thus ſurrendered our national independence: That our 
eaſe was different ſrom that of one of ihe minot nauons of Europe, 


up were 8 their — a-46 , 
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3s i: Aterica was a great, and, ſo far as concerned her ſelf-defence, 
à powerful nation; ſhe was able to maintain her independence, aud 
- muſt deſerve to loſe it if ſhe permitted it to be wreſted from her; that 
France and Britain had been at war near fifty years of the laſt hundred, 
and might probably be at war for fifty years of the century to come 3 
that America had no motives which could induce her to involve herſelf 
in thoſe wars ; and that if ſhe now preſerved her neutrality and her inde- 
pendence, it was moſt probable that ſhe would not in future be afraid, as 
ſhe had been for four years paſt ; but if ſhe now ſurtendered het right of 
ſelf· government to France, or permitted them to be torn from her, ſhe 
could not expeſt to recover them, or to remain neutral in any future war. 
He ſaid that France had lent us money during our revolution war, and 
We anſwered, that caſes were very different ; that America ſolicited a 
loan from France, and left her at liberty to grant or refuſe it 5 But” 
France had demanded it from America, and left us no choice on the 
ſubjelt. We alſo told him there was another difference in the caſes ; 
| that the money was fent by France for great national and French ob- 
jette ; it was lent to maim a rival and an engmy whora ſhe hated : That 
the money, if ſent by America, would not be for any Ameri un objefts, 
but to enable France to extend fill further her conqueſts, The conver- 
_ vance of money was preſſed and repreſſed in a variety of forms. ' At 
| length M. X. faid that he did not blame us: That our | determination 
was certainly proper, if we could keep it: But he ſhowed decidedly 
his opinion to be that we could not keep it. Ie ſaid that he would 
communicate, as nearly as he could, our converſation to the miniſter, 
or to M. Y. to be given by him to the miniſter ; we are not cer- 
din which. We then ſeparated. On the 224 of October, M. Z. a 
French gentleman of reſpectable charater, informed Mr. Gzazy that 
ican Miniſters frequently. in their private capacities, and to have con- 
_ ferred with them individually on the objects of their miſſion ; and had 
| authorized M. Z. to een ee M. C | 
pr 2 ener was bus ws ue tsch I» e 
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latter fent for his colleagues, and a conſetence was held with M. Z. 
on the ſubjett, in which Gen. Pine NY and Gen. MaxsALL en- 
preſſed their opinions, that not being acquainted with M. Talleyrand, 
. they eould not wich proptiety call oa him; but that according io the 
cuſtom of France he might expeft this of Mr..Gz xv from a previ- 
dus acquaintance in Ametica This Mr. Gt xv 'reluttamily complied 
wich on the 2:94; and with M. Z. called on M. Talleyrand, who not 
being then at his office, appointed the 48 ch for the interview. Aſter 
che firſt introduction, M. Tulleyrand begun dhe conference, He faid 
| that the Direflory bad paſſed an arrete, which be offered for peruſal, 
#4 in which they had demanded of the envoys am explanation of ſome 
des and a reparation of others, of the Preſident's Speech to-Congreſs 
of the 46th of May laſt: He was ſenſible, he ſaid, that diffieul- 
- ties would exiſt on the part of the envoys relative to this demand, 
1 daut that by their offering money, he thougtt he could prevent the effeRt 
= of the arrette. M. Z. at the requeſt of Mr. Gaar hiving lated 
b_— chat the envoys have no ſuch powers; M. Talley rand replied, they can 
LE in ſuch. caſe take à power on themſelves, and propoſed that they 
+1 ſhould make à loam, Mr. Gaar then addreſfed M. Talley rand 
Jl  diſtinily in Engliſh, which he ſaic 'be-underſivod;; and ſtated, that the 
= -  unealineſs of the Directory reſulting from che Preſident's ſpeech was 
ſubjeſt untohnefted with the objets of the'miſſion - That M. Barra: 
in his ſpeech to Mr. Munroe, on his recall, had expreſſed himſelf in a 
manner diſpleaſing to the government and citizens of the United States, 
chat the Preſident, as the enyoys coticeived; had made ſuch obſervations 
on Mr. Barras ſpeech as were neceſſary to vindicate the honour of the 
'" United States. That this was not conſidered by bur government as 2 
* ſubjet of diſpute” between the two nations; chat Having no inſtruc- 
bons reſpefting it, we could not make any ' explanations or reparation 
relating to it; and that M. Tullzyrund himſelf was fufficienily ac- 
- quainted with the conſtitution of the United States to be convinced of 
Mg truth of theſe: obſervations.” Mr. GAM T foriber fied that the 
powers of the envoys, as they conceived; were adequate to the diſcuſ- 
© fon and adjuſtment of all points of real diſferenos between the two na- 
bens; that they could alter and amend the treaty; or, if neceſſary; 
| | form 
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form a new one; that the Unjted | Sucks were — deſirous of ro- 

moving all cauſes of complaint between themſelves and France, and of 
renewing their former friendſhip and intercourſe on terms which ſhould . ; 
be mutyally honorable and beneficial to the two nations ; but not on any, 


other terms; thay as to a loan, we had no-powers whatever to make one; 
that if we were to attempt ii we ſhould deceive himſelf and the Direflgry, . , 


which as men of honor we could not do; but that we could ſend one of: 
our number for inſtrutt ions on this propoſition, if deemed expedient, pro- 
vided that the other objetis of the negociation could be diſcuſſed and ad-. 
juſted ; that as he had expre ſſed a deſire to confer vu the envoys indi- 
vidually, it was the wiſh of Mr. GEAR that ſuch a conference ſhould 
take place and their opiniom thus be aſcertained, which. he conceive" | 


| ed correſponded with his oyn in the particulars mentioned. M. Tal. 


rand in anſwer ſaid, he ſhould be glad to: confer: with the other en- 
voys individually, but ibat this matter about the money muſſ be ſeuled 
direklly, without ſending to America 3 that he would not communicate 
the arrete for a week ; and that if we could adjuſt the difficulty reſpeß, 
ing the ſpeech, an application would pevertheleſs go to the United 3 
for a hon. A courier arriving at this moment from Italy, and M. _ 0 
leyrand appearing impatient to read the letters, Mr, GRAN Y took leave 
of m i immediately. He followed to the door, and deſtred M. Z. o 
repeat io Mr. GAA what be, M. Talleyrand, bad ſaid to bim. wit 
Gry then returhed'to his quarters with M. Z. took derb the par- 
ticulars of his interview, as before ſtated, ſont for Generals Pixexnzy a 
and MAx3HALL and read it to them in the preſence of M. Z. who” 
confirmed it. Generals Pixcxnzy and MAnsHAL1 then deſired” * 
N. Z. is ipform M. Taileyrand that they had "nothing to add ro ths" 
ann unn r en N on their = 
count. 
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M.. X. n He ſaid 8 
anxious to be of ſervice to us, and had requeſted that one more effort 
ſhould be made to induce us to eyable him to be ſo. A great ded!' f 
the fame converſation which had paſſed at our former interviews v, 


S ; FY | : 

: tes Vier fir cabin aeg er Francs was .es $i. 
played to us. We were told that the deſiruftion of England was in- 
.ovitable ; and that the wealth and arts of that nation would naturally : 
paſe over to America, if that event ſhould find us in peace... To this _ 

1 35 | rue r WP Har; eee 1 
receive them, in like mantier as the had forbid Switzerland 10 permit 

| the reſidence in its country of a Britiſh miniſter. We told him alſo, that 
= we were ſenſible of the value of peace, and therefore ſought it unremu- 

x”, | tingly, but that it l FRO wy Oe oy. 

'v | whichcould be deftrable. ; 

1 . tive mull pay, by yp of oy | 
(that was his expreſſion) the ſum of money demanded for private uſe, the bs 
Direftory would not receive us; but would permit us to remain in Pa- 
ris 2s we now were z and we ſhould be received by M. Talleyrand,  ., 

| until one of us could goto America and conſult our government on the 1 
| ſubjeſt of the loan. Theſe were the circuml}ances, he ſaid, under which | 
the miniſter of Portugal had treated We aſked him if, in the mean 
time, the Direftory, would! ander the American property wot yet paſſ- | 
ed into the bands of privateerſmen, to be reſtored? He ſaid explicitly, | 
that they would not. We aſked him, whether they would ſuſpend fur- 8 
ther depredations on our commerce ? He ſaid they would not; But M. 
Talleyrand obſerved, that on this ſubjeRt we could not, ſuſtain much | 
additional injury, becauſe the winter ſeaſon was approaching, when few _ 
additional captures could be made. We told him tha France had taken 
violently from America more than fificen millions of dollars, and treated M 
us in every. _reſpef}t as enemies in return for. the friendſhip we bed 
manifeſted for her ; that we had come 10 endeayour to reſtore harmopy 
to the twe nations, and 10 obtain compenſation for the injuries our | 
countrymen had ſuſtained ; and that in lieu of this eompenſation, we 
were told that if we would pay twelve hundred thouſand livres, we might 
be permitted to remain in Paris 3 which would only give us the benefit 

of ſeeing plays and operas of Paris for the winter, that we might have 

. time to aſk from our country to exhauſt her reſources for France, whoſe 
8— would, be continued. He fuck, ghar by this pro- 

: cedure g 
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_ we, foul, ed nar 3 and hat peeps in en e, 
we told bim that wha mewithal to fon in Fraxce was 4 temper 
ſincerely friendly to the United States, really diſpoſed to do us juſ- 
tice ; that if ye could perceive this, we might not io much re- 
a little money, ſuch as he ſtated to be uſual, although we 
ſhould hazard ourſelves by giving it; but that we faw only evi- 
dences of the moſt extreme hoſtility towards us: war was made up- 
on us ſo far as France could make jt in the preſent Nate of things; | 
and it was not even > propoſed, that on receiving our money thig 
yar ſhould ceaſe, We had ng reaſan jo believe that a poſſible 
benefit could reſul "From, it; and we deſiręd him to ſay that we 
would not give a ſhilling kar American property unjuſtly cap- 
tured was previouſly reſtored, and further hoſtilities ſuſpended ; 
and that unleſs this was done, we did not conceive we could even 
+ conſult our government concerning a loan; that if the Nired oty 
would receive us and commence. negociations, and any thing oc. 
curred which rendered a conſultation of the government neceffiry, 
one of us would return to America for that purpoſe. He ſaid that 
without this money we ſhould be obliged f to quit Paris, and that 
we ought to conſider the conſequences : ; the property of the A- 
mericans would be confiſcated and their veſſels in port embargo- 
ed. We told him t that unleſs there Was a hope of real reconcilia- 
tion, theſe evils could not be prevented by us; and the little delay 
we might obtain, would only excreaſe them; at our miſſion þag 

| Induced many of our countrymen to truſt their veſſels into th 
ports of France, and that if we remained i in Parts, that very circum 
flance would encreaſe the number, and conſequently the injury 
which our countrymen would ſaſtain if France could permit ber- 
Felf to violate her o vn engagements and the Jaws of nations. He 
expreſſed a with that M. Y; ſhould ſee us once wore. We told hin: 
a viſit from M. Y. as a private gent! 'erman, would always te 
agreeable to us; but if he came only wih the expectatien that . 
we ſhould ſtipulate advances of money, without previouſly eſtab. 
liſhing a ſolid and re reconciliation, he might ſave bia, ie {is 

the 


| 

thy condi of che appllcatinh mak it was a fubjeft which we 
had conſidered maturely, and on which” we were immoveable, 
He parted with us ſaying, if that was the caſe, it would not be 
worth while for M. Y. to come. In the evening, while Gen. 
Pracxyzy and Gen. MassnalT were abſent, M. V. and M. X, 
called, and were invited * Me. Urnen to breakfaſt with 1 
pext morning. 5 #8 te. n e bo 
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— breakfaſt the "RVje@-e9s refined. MV Y; 
poke without interruption for near an hour. He ſaid that he was deſir- 
ous of making a laſt effort to ſerve us, by propoſing ſomething which 
2 might accommodate the differences betyeen the two nations ; that what 
he was now about to mention had not by any means the approbation of 
the Directory; nor cquld M. Talleyrand undertake further than to make 
from us the propoſition to the Direftory, and uſe his influence for its ſue+ 
ceſs ; that laſt week M. Talleyrand could not have ventured to have 
offered ſuch propoſitions ; 3 but. that his ſituation had been very materi. 
ally changed by the peace with the Emperor ; by the peace he had acquired 
in a high degree the confidence of the Direftory, and now poſſeſſed 
great influence with that body ; ; that he was alſo cloſely connect. 
ed with Buonaparte and the Generals of the army of Italy; ; and 
| was to be conſidered as firmly fixed in his poſt, for at leaſt five or 
- fix months; that under theſe circumſtances he could undertake | 
10 offer, in our behalf, propoſitians which before this increaſe of 
influence he could not have hazarded. M. V. then called our at- 
= - tention to our own ſituation, and to the force France was capable 
Ly of bringing to bear upon us. He ſaid that we were the beſt 
11 Judges of our capacity to reſiſt, ſo far as depended on our own 
reſources, and ought not to deceive ourſelyes in fo intereſting : a2 
ſabjet. The fate of Venice was one which. might beſal the U. 
nited States. Hut he proceeded to obſerve it was propable we miglit 
rely on forming a league with England. If we had ſuch a rell. 
- ance it would fail us, The ſituation of England was ſuch as to 
gompe} Pityto make peace on the yerms of France, A variety of 
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cauſes wete.in operation which made ſuch an effect abſolutely 66r- 
tain, To ſay nothing of the oppoſition in England to the miniſtet 
and to the war, an oppoſition which the fears of the nation would 
Increaſe; to ſay nothing of à wat againſt England which was pre- 
| paring to the notth an army of ane hundred and fifty thouſand 
men, under the command of Buonaparte fpread upon the coaſt 
of France, and fided by all the vaſt reſources of his genius, would 
tnoſt probably be enabled to invade England; in which event their 
government would be overturned ; but ſhould this invaſion not be 
abſolutely effected, yet the alarm it would ſpread through the na- 
tion, the enormous expenſe it muſt produce, would infallibly ruin 
them, if it was to be continued: and would drive. them to ſave 
themſelves by a peace that independent of this, France poſ- 
ſeſſed means which would infallibly deſtroy their rank and their 
whole paper ſyſtem, . He ſaid he knew very well it was generally 
conjettured that Baonaparte would not leave Italy and the army 
which had conquered under him and which adored him : He aſſur- 
ed us, that nothing could be more unfounded than the conjecture; 
that Budzapdrte had for more than ten days left Italy for Raſtadt, 
to preſide over the Congreſs which was formed for adjuſting the 
affairs of the empite.. He faid that Pi/t himſelf was ſo confident 
of the abſolute neceſſity of peace, that after the naval viſtary over 
| the Dutch, he had fignified. his readineſs to treat on the ſame terms 
which ke had offered before that action; we could not then rely 
on the aſſiſtance of England. What, be afFed, would be our fit- 
nation if, peace ſhould be made with England before our differ- 
ences with France ſhould be accommodated ? But, he con inued, 
if even England ſhould be able to continue the war, and Ametica 
.thould bow down with her, it would not be in our power to 
- Injure France. We might indeed wound her ally z but if we did 
it would be fo much the worle for us. After having ſtated the dan- 

gers attending us, if we ſliould engage in the war, he ptoceeded to 
the advantages we might derive from a neutral ſituation: and inſiſt- | 
eat large on the wealth which would naturally, flow into one 
eountry from the deſtrucion of England, —He next proceeded to 

; detail 
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detail the propoſitions which are in- ſubſtance i in the paper anner · 
ed, marked (A. ) except that he infiſted that we ſhould” engage te 
aſe our influence with our government for the loan He ſtated 
expreſsly that the propolitions were to be conſidered às made by 
us ;—that M. Talleyrand would not be reſponſible for the ſucceſs 
of any e one of them; he would” only \indertake” tö üſe his inſlu- 
ence With the Direory, i in ſupport of them. The propoſition, he 
laid, concerning a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities on the part of France, 
was one which proceeded entirely from himſelf, M. Talleyrand 
had not been conſulted upon it, and he could not indenake to ſay = 
that that gentleman would conſent even to on it before the OY 

- tory. 

The propoſition for an adVince to the Cunt Fines of 
5 much money as was due from it to our citizens on contract, and 
as might be determined to be due for veſſels impropetly captured 
and condetrined, was, he (did, indiſpenfible .; unleſs we made thit, 


x was unneceſſary to make any other; for the others world hot be 


feceived. He expatiated on the vaſt advantages we ſhould derive 
from delay; it was, he ſaid, abſolutely to gain out cauſe, He re- 
turned to the danger of our ſituation and the policy of making with 
France any accommodation which France would aſſent to. Per- 
haps ſaid he, you believe that in returning and expoſing to your | 
countrymen the unreaſonableneſs of the demands of this govern- 
ment, you will unite then in their refiſtance to thofe demands: 
Lou are miſtaken : you ought. to know chat the diplomatic ſkill of 
France and the means ſhe poſſeſſes in your country, are ſufficient to 
. enable her, with the French patty in America, to throw the blame 
which will attend the rupture of the negociations on the Federal- 
iſts, as you term yourſelves, but on the Britiſh party as France 
terms you; and you may affure yourſelves this will be done. He 
concluded with a declaration of being perfectly diſintereſted; and 
declared that his only motives for ſpeaking thus freely were tis 
friendſhip for M. Talleyrand, and his wiſh to promote the intereſts 
and peace of the United States. We told him that the freedom 
t vi which he l had i (poker, and which was eee 10 us woutd 


. induce 
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/ 


* 


ſuguce us to ſpeak freely alſo; and for once to accompany" dr 
view! of the preſent ſtate of things with à retroſpect of the paſt + 
That America was the only nation upon earth which felt and had 
exhibited a real friendſhip" for the Republic of France That ameng 
tte empires round her, which were compelled to bend beneath 
her power and to obey her commands, there was not one which 
kad voluntarily acknowledged her government, or manifeſted for 
it ſpontaneouſly, any mark of regard: America alone had ſtepped 
forward and give the moſt unequivocal proofs of a pure and ſin · 
cere friendſhip; at a time when almoſt the whole European world, 
whe! Auſtria, Gertnany, Profia, Ruffin; Spain, Sardinia, Holland, 
and Britain, were leagued againſt France: when her ſituation was 
in truth hazardous, and it was dangerous to held even friendly in- 
tereourſe with her. America one ſtood forward, and openly and 
boldly avewed her ehthufiaſm in favour of the Republic, and her 
deep and ſineere intereſt In its fate. From that time to the preſent, 
the government and people of the United States have untformly 
maniſeſted a ſ̃acere and ardent friendſhip for Franoe, and have, 
as they eoncedve, in no ſingle inſtance given to this Republic juſt 
vaſe! of umbrage + if they have dorie ſo, they wiſh it to be point 
od oui to them. After the determination of France to break off all 
regular intercourſe' with them, they have ſent three Euvoys Extra- 
ordinary!to endeavour to make ſuch explanations as might'produce 
reeoneillatzon: Theſe Envoys are prepared to inveſtigate; and with 
to laveſtigate any meaſures which may bave given offence; and are 
per ſuaded that they can entirely juſtify the conduct of their 862 
ernment. To this diſtant, unoffending, friendly Republic, what is 
the eonduct and the language of France ? Wherever our proper- 
y ean be found fie ſeles and takes it from us: Unprovoked; ſhe 
Letermimes to treat us us enemies, and our making no refiſtance 
produces no diam autiom of hoſtility” againſt us f the abuſes and 
inſults our government, endeavours to weaken it in the eſtimation 
of the people, teealls her 6wn Miniſter, refuſes to receive ours, am 
wien extraordinary means are taken to make ſuch explanations, 
and ſuch alterations.in e Frr- two countties 
100 | E as 
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i thay be mutually ſatis factory ry and may tend to produ duce haty 
mony, the Envoys ho bear theſe powers are not received ; they 
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are not permitted to utter the amicable wiſhes. of their country 7 


but in the baughty fiyle of a maſter, they are told that unleſs they 


will pay a ſum to which their reſources ſcarcely extend, that they 


may expect the vengeance of France, and like Venice be eraced 
from the liſt of nations; that France will -annihilate the only free 


Republic upon earth, and the only nation in the univerſe which 
has voluntary manifeſted for her a cordial and real friendſhip ! 
What impreſhon muſt this make on the mind of America, if with- 


| out provocation France has determined to make war upon us, unleſs 


we purchaſe peace? We could not eafily believe that our money 
would fave us : Our independence would never ceaſe to give 
offence, and would always furniſt a- pretext for freſiu demands. 
On the advantages of neutrality it was unneceſſary to ſay any thing 3 
all the efforts df our government were exerted IAN 
and we would never willingly part with it. 

With reſpect ton political conneftivn with Britain, we told him 


that America had never contemplated it. Whether the danger he 


repreſented that government to be in was or was not real we ſhould 
not undertake to decide: Britain we believed had much reaſon 
to wiſh fer peace; and France had much reaſon to wiſh for peace 
alſo: If peace already exiſted, it would not change the courſe 
which America would purſue —M. Y manifeſted the moſt ex- 
ceſſive impatience 2 he interrupted us and {aid, this eloquent diſler- 
tation might be true: America might have manifeſted and he be- 
lie ved had mauifeſted great friendſhip for France, and had juſt com- 
plaiuts agaiaſt her; but he did not come to liſten to thoſe com- 


plaints. The miniſter would, on our requeſt, nmke for us certain 


propoſitions te the Directory z be ſtated them to us; and all the an- 

{wer he wiſhed was yes or no did we or did we not ſolicis the min- 

Iſter to make the propoſitions for us? We told him that without 

going further into the diſcuſſion, we choſe to remark one or two 

things : they were, that the exiſting. treaties gave to France certain 

advantages which were very eflential ; that eſpecially the American 
| coaſt 
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the prizes made by France on her enemies, and refuſed that pro- 
tection to the prizes taken from ber; that ſhe might be affured, 
that in cafe of war theſe advantages would de loſt forever. We 


alſo told him-we were convinced that France miſcalculated on the 


of America: That the extreme injuſtice offered to our coun- 
Ns every man againſt her. Mr. X. informed us that 
M. Tulleyrand would not confent even to lay this propoſition be- 
fore the Directory without previouily receiving the fifty thouſand 


| pounds, or the greater part of it. Mr. Y. left in writing his pro- 


nee ti vu horas; moaning A 


Ge. 4 4 - oh N Ms 
It was eg aged tht ve ld bold wo ma nic wr 
1 [64 290% 
eee 


N. N. Gel on 1 told Gen, run and Gen. Mans 
11411 (Mr. Gaz not being within) that M. V. wiſhed once more 
to ſee urn. We'anſwered: that we ſhould at any time be glad to ſee, M. 
V. as a private gentleman ; But that if his'objeft was, only te repeat his 
ptopoſi: ĩon for money, it was perſełily unneceſſary to do ſo; becauſe on 


that ſubjeQ it was impoſkble far us to change the anſwer we had 2lready = 


given. We told | him further, that we conſidered it as degrading our 
country to carry on further ſuch an indirect intercourſe as we had -for 
ſometime ſubmitted to, and had determined ta receive no propoſitions, un- 


lefs the perſons who bore them had acknowledged authority tg treat wich 
us. He ſaid that perhaps M. V. might have written powers from the 
Miniſler; and we replied, that if he had we ſhoyld receive lis com- 
munications with pleaſure. He ſpoke of a probable peace with 


England, and, * home in the 0 
left us. 

About three o'clock he came, and after hs OL Es in 
which we repeated in ſubſtance what is ſtated above, he ſhewed 


ys a paper, which he ſaid was a copy of a letter prepared ſor us, 
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by M. Tal evrand, requeſtiog an explanation of part of the Pre; 
dent's ſpeech, and which he ſaid would be ſent, unleſs we came in- 
to the propoſitions which had deen made us. We wiſhed to take 
@ copy of it, which he declined permitting, laying he was forbidden 
to allow it. We ſpoke of the letter coming to us as a meaſure we 
had no expeRtation of preyenting z and he could not underſtand 
that we wiſhed it delayed. -To which we anſwered, | that the delay 
of a few days could not be defired, unleſs a hope. exiſted that the 
Directory might become more friendly to our country. He laid 
that intelligence had been received from the United States, that if 
Col. Buzz and Mr. Manison had conſtituted the miſſion, the 
differences between the two nations would have been accommo- 
dated before this time. He added as a fact he was inſtructed to 
communicate, that . Ta. Lyrand was preparing a memorial to be 
ſent out to the United States, complaining of us as being unfriendly , 
to accommodation with France. We replied to his intelligence | 
from the United States, that the miniſter's correſpondents in A- 


| merica took a good deal en themſelves, when they undertodK to 
ſey how the Directory would have received "Colonel Bun ad 


Maptsen ;/ and that with reſpect to the memorial of M. Tally. 4 
rand, it would not be eaſy for him to convince out countrymen, 
that the ſtarements we ſhauld make were untrue; if; however, we werg 
confident that ous conduft would be condemned, M. Talleyrand might 
be aſſured, that the fear of cenſure would not induce us to deſerve ity | 
But that we ſhould: aft in a manner which our own judgments aud oon- ” 
ſciences would approve of ; and truſted we ſhould be ſupported by tho 

great body of honeſt men- In. ihis converſation ue again ſtated thay | 
America had taken a neutral polition.; "that ſhe had faithfully faught 
preſerve it ʒ that a loan of money 10 one of the belligerent powets was 
directly o take part in the war, and that to tale part in war again hey 2th 
own judgment and will, under the coercion of Fance, was t0 ſurreuilor 
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Vor 
hs The Avieticah Efivoys Wall remain bete for fix-miawets; in the 
fame manner and upon the ſame ſpoung, with regary tg cue, aq did 
M. 4 Aranjo, the, epyey of Portugal: g 1051.45 tet b via afy 
II. There ſhall be named a commilkog. of five members, agrecably.ty 
2 form to be. eſtabliſhed, for che purpoſe of deciding upon che reclama· 
tions of the Americans, relative eee een ene 


e 03 165098 did bas run t A, ,t 
III. The Amgricws Eavoys * hat their gapernmpus. ſha 
pay the in ions, or the amount of the ſums already decreed +49 


the American creditors of the French. Republic, and ;hoſe which ſhall be 
adjudged.1o-the glaigamis by che commilboners. This paywem,ſhall be 
made under the name of an advance-40; the French Republic, who ſhall | 
repay-it in a time and manner io be agreed: upon. N een 
IV. Qae: of the Amgtican envoys fhall-return-to' America, ia 
demand of his government the neteſſary powers to purchale has = 
caſti, the thinty-two' millions of Dutch reſcriptions; Hlonging 40 
the French republic, in caſe the ehyoys mould conclude a 43ca4 
ty which wall be approved by the tweo nations. 
V. Ia the interval, the definitiye treaty. ſhall procceck far the 
termination of all differences exiſting between the French Republio 
and the United States, ſo as that the den. Yay bt cunc luded in- 
on the return ot the deputy. e an9/15bia%9 
VI. The queſtion e eee eee ſuſptddy 
ed until the return of the depury; and the com mi q; on ſlrall nbt pra · 
; nounce» upon any Oat this point ſhall ve in queſe 
ian v2:riftors2al bas zero ach noon 25993 62 evoliount 008 3's 
All? rag dai lee ene fora going Nik ping 
ing of the deputy, hoſtikties againſt the Americans ſhalb bel 
pended/ras- yell as: the proceſs for comdentiation before!th@tribl:- 
pals; ad the money ofthe prizes alreadyyeondecminetpin ile lud, 
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| of the civil officers of the nation, ſhall remain there, without being 
delivered to the privateerſmen, until the return of the deputy. | 


| EXHIBIT B. | 
Teen Lent en e 0 6% 
Tbe Envoys Extracrdingry and Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 
the United States cannot avoid obferving the very unuſual fitua- 
tion in which they are placed by the manner in wich they are a- 
lone permitted to make communications on the objefts of their 
miſſion : They are called upon to pledge their country to a very 
great amount, toanſwer demands which appear to them as extraor- 
dinary as they were unexpected, without being permitted to difcuſs 
the reaſon, the juſtice, or the policy on which thofe demands are 
founded, and not only without aſſurances that the rights of the U- 
States will in future be reſpe&ed ; but without a document to 
prove that thoſe to whom they are required to open themſelvey 
without reſerve, and at whoſe inſtance they are called on to fac- 
rifice ſo much, are empowered, even by the Miniſter, to hole any 
communication with them : Yet ſuch is the anxious and real ſolici- 
tude of the Envoys to ſeize any occaſion which may afford a hope, 
however diſtant, of coming to thoſe explanations which they ſo 
much wiſh to make with this Republic, that they paſs over the 
uncommon and informal modes which have been adopted, 4 | 
will only confider the propofitions themſelves. | 
I. The Miniſters of the United States will permit no perſonal 
conſiderations to influence their negociations with the French Re- 
adopted by their government to reconcile itſelf to that of France 
would have been received with ſome degree of attention, yet they 
are too ſolicitous to enter upon the important and intereſting duty 
eee ce eee n 
etiquette. 
AC T 
III. This artiele, as explained, would oblige the United States 
to advance, not to their own citizens, but to the government of 
Franc: 


5 20 

Trance, ſums equivalent to the depredatious made by the corſairs - 
of the Republic on the American commerce, and to the contracts 
mae with their citizens by France; and this advance, inſtead" of 


benefitting the citizens of the United States would leave them pre- 


ciſely what they now are, the creditors of the French Republic 2 
The more extenfive the depredations and the more confiderable the 
contracts uncomplied with, the more would the government of 
France receive from the United States. Independent of theſe ob- 
jections, the Miniſters of the United States cannot engage to aſſume, 


in any form, the debts due from France to W i 


they have no ſuch power. | 1 


IV. rr 


loan, or any other propoſitions, exceeding the powers of the Min- 


iſtert, be made, the PEI; re TH e Be-00s, 


ſalted thereon with expedition. 


v. This, or any other propoſition having for its objeft the 
claims of the two nations on each other, or au accommodation of 


differences, will ee cg Hager the Miniſters of the 
„ cine 


VI. It cannot efcape notice, that the queſtion of the Role 
equipage may involve in it every 'vefſel taken from the United 
amen UN ene 


ſubject of negociatiom. | 
vn os neh h hy 0 be übel, that Us Hat of 


the year is ſuch, as probably to render a teturn within fix months, 
_ of the envoy, who might ſail to the United States, ee a er 


Proviſion ſhould be made for ſuch an event. 
If the difficulties attending the propofitions for a loan and 2 


compenſation for peſt injuries be ſuch as to require time for their 
removal, the Miniſters of the United States propoſe that the diſ- 
cuffions on the relative ſituation of the two countries, may com- 
mence in the uſual forms ; that the relation to each other may de 


ſo regulated, as to obviate future miſunderſtandiogs ; and that the 


nn the claims of the — United States whoſe 
: Ow 
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| 
| 


———— 2 
„r 


46; 
(fd ms berd Geptured|/ thay: be wade ft 6 deten on dg 


pdint firſt Wen Nach de 
1X&-<iptontic: ghaificarions cnn bet" as gte of * 
try... 25 bivow ine batioU „te enaditio 207 $0121 iton9d 
: nge dona mn 1a Won Na e e 


ail! Ads ts 011005 TIT! vity bre fn, 9 9 ** 3 R. 182 7 od > £33 ®:. 4 
Yo Wanze att yon vom t ot * * mogny uefa 
| ris +, Nov. 1 
da $556: id ahbe bal cron! bind? Pari 37 211, > 8 
1 $18, As - ba wht. 3111 Ti 4s ,z rent 1 21 
'S s in 20 £3 $378? Ain 237 30 TL £ 14 2 Te EE 


N de 12th. inft, . letter 
to the en Foreign Affairs: Hrog nov? on uad ous 


eee 
1 ae 925. 84 bas'bonxyo af egen $03 11 . 91 
Wege wing 


18165 


ij in dne 2416, Xq 911 1:4) 5 * I U ro 
4 125 underſigned] 184 e and Migilter Fler ipo · 


tentiary of the United States of America, 10 dhe F rench Republic, 
had, the honor of announcing jp you officially, n the. Gt of Ofoher, 
their arriyal, at, Peri. nd of preſenting tp you on Ge eib g copy, of, 
their leery of credenge... Your declaration at that time, that a report en, 
F nid 4 affairs, was then preparing, and would 4 * a few days be laid be · 
fore the Direftory, whole, deciſion theregp ſhould, without delay, be made 
known, has hitherto impoſed filence on.thery. For dbis communication 
they have, waited with that anxious ſolicitude which ſo. imterefling an e- 
vent could not fail to excite, and with that reſpe& which. is due to the go. 
ernment of France. They have not yet received it; and ſo,embarraſſing 
is that of the, underſigned, bolh . as it, reſpeQs themſelyes andthe goveru- 
foliciting your attention to their miſſion} + om 2d: bln lt no ent 
The United States, Citizen. Miniſter at an epoth which evin- 
ce. their ſincerity, have given inconteſtible proof. of their ardent» 
friendſhip, of their affection ior the French Republic=-theſe were 
the reſult, not of her unparalleled proweſs and po er, but of: 
their conſidence in her juſtice and magnanirmity s and in ſuch 
high eſtimation was the reciprocality af her friendſlũp held by 
them, as to have been a primary object of national avncern; The 
preſervation of it was dear to them, the loſs of it a ſubject of un 
feigned 
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feignet reglet, and the recovery of it by every meaſure, which ſhall. 


conſiſt with the rights of an independent nation, engages their con- 


fant attention. The government of the United States, we are aus 
thorized to declare, has examined, with the moſt ſcrupulous 
juſtice, its conduct towards its former friend. It has been led to 
this by a ſincere deſire to remove of itſelf every juſt cauſe of com · 
plaint; conceiving that, with the moſt upright intentions, ſuck 
cauſe may poſſibly exiſt; and although the ſtricteſt ſearch has pro- 
duced: no ſelf reproach, although the government is conſcious that 


it has uniformly ſought to preſerve, with fidelity, its engagements, 
to France, yet far from wiſhing to exerciſe the privilege of judging. 


for itſelf on its own courſe of reaſoning and the lights in its owa 
poſſeſſion, it invites fair and candid diſcuſſion; it ſolicits a re · con- 


ſideration of tae paſt; it is perſuaded its intentions, its views, and 
its actions, muſt have been miſrepreſented and miſunderſtood; 


it is convinced that the eſſential intereſts of both nations will be 


promoted by reconciliation and peace, and it cheriſnies the hope 


of meeting with ſimilar diſpoſitions on the part of the Directory. 


« Guided by theſe ſentiments, the Preſident of the United States 
has given it in charge to the underſigned, to ſtate to the Executive 


Directory, the deep regret which he feels at the loſs of our ſuſpen- 


fion of the harmony and friendly intercourſe which ſubſiſted be - 


tween the two Republics, and his fincere wiſh to reſtore them ; to. 


diſcuſs candidly the complaints of France, and 'to offer frankly 
thoſe of the United States, and he has authorized a review of exiſt - ; 
ing treaties, and ſuch alterations thereof as ſhall conſiſt with the- 


mutual intereſt and latisfaction of the contracting parties. 


This taſk the 3 are anxious to commence; ad 
truly happy will they be, if their exertions can in any degree con- 


* 


tribute to reſtore that frĩiendſhip, that mutual interchange of good 1 


offices, which it is alike their wiſh and their duty to effect, nates ape 
the gitizens of the two republics. 
The Nn pray you, citizen miniſter, prſn ths 
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eommuniĩcat. an to the Executive Directory, and to receive the a- 
urances of their moſt perfect conſideration. 
(Signed) CHARLES COTESWORTH PIN CRN oy 
J. MARSHALL, ©” 
ELBRIDGE GERRY. 
Pa in Nov. 11, in the 22d year of } 
„ Amer ican Independence. | 1 
To the Miniſter of Foreign Affairs of the French Republic, 

No anſwer having been given to it on the 21ſt inſt. we requeſt- 
ed Major Rur IE Dor to wait on the miniſter and inquire of him 
| whether. he had communicated the letter to the Directory and 
whether we might expe& an anſwer. He replied, that he had 
ſubmitted our letter to them, and that they would direct him 
what ſteps to purſue, of which we ſhould be informed. We have 
not however hitherto received any official intimation relative to 
| this buſineſs, We are not yet received; and the condemnation of 
our veſſels, for want of a role d'equipage, is unremittingly conti- 
| nued. Frequent and urgent attempts have been made to inveigle 
us again into negociation with perſons not officially authorized, 
of which the advancing of money is the baſis; but have perſiſted 
in declining to have any further communication relative to diplo- 
matic buſineſs with perſons of that deſcription ; and we mean to ad- 
here to this determination. We are ſorry to inform you, that the 
preſent diſpoſition of the government of this country appears to be 
as unfriendly towards ours as ever, and that we hevs, very little 
proſpe& of ſucceeding in our miſhon. £ 

We have the honor to be, your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 

CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, 
J. MARSHALL, 
E. GERRY. 


— 


N 
| 
| 
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! 6. (4) 
g ä | Dax Sin, $88, ' Paris, W 24th, 1507 
We have not yet received any official anſwer to our official letter 
0 to the Miniſter of Foreign affairs, dated the eleventh of laſt month, 
8 and 
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and mentioned in number three, but reiterated attempts have been 
made to engage us in negociation 'with perſons not officially au- 
- thorized; and you will find by the exhibits, marked A, B, and C, 
herewith ſent, fome important information relative ta the view 
and intention of the French government with reſpe& to ours. We 
are all of opinion, that if we were to remain here for ſix months 
longer, without we were to ſtipulate the payment of money, and a 
+ great deal of it, ia ſome ſhape or other, we ſniould not be able to 


* 


effectuate the objects of our miſſion, ſhould we be even officially re- 


ceived ; unleſs the projefted attempt on England was to fail, or a 


total change take place in the perſons who at preſent direct the 


affairs of this government. In this ſituation of matters, we. are 
determined by the 1oth of next month, ould they remain as they | 


are, to tranſmit another letter to the miniſter, repreſenting, a as tar 


as may be expedient, the views of our government. 

We have the honor to be, with great relpect gad regard, your 
moſt obedient humble vanes, 
C. VT; PMINCKNEY, 
J. MARSHALL, © 
'E GERRTg 2 
Col. PICKERING, Secretary of State, n 


\ — — 


EXHIBIT A. | 
(Incloſed i in the Envoy's Letter, No. 4.) 
On che 14th of December, M, X. called on me, in order, as he kid, 


a to gain ſome information relative to ſome lands in * 3 purchaſed 
| by „„ „for whom * Soon afterwards "LY MAz$SHALL 
came in, and then Mr, Gezar's carriage drove into the yard. Here' $ 
Mr. Gunny faid Gen, MaxsHATLI. I am gladof it aid M. X. for 


I wiſhed to meet all of you gentlemen, to inform you that M. V. had 


another meſſage to you from M. Talleyrand. I immediately expreſſed 
| my ſurprize at it, as M. Talleyrand, M. Y. and he, all knew our 1. 


termination to have no further communication on the ſubject of our 
miſlion, with perſons not officially authoriſed, He replied, that deter- 


mination 
' 


44 
mination was made ſix weeks ago; and it was preſumed that we had 
changed our opinion, I ſaid that I had not; and I did not believe my 
colleagues had. At chat moment Mr, GERN V entered the room, and I 
privately acquainted him with the objeft of M. Y 5. viſit, Gen. Max- 
SHALL, Mr. Gzxey and myſelf then withdrew into another room; 
and immediately agreed to adhere to our former reſolution, M. X. was 
then called in ; when we acquainted him, in a few words with our de- 
termination and Mr. GRA V expatiated more at large on the propriety 
of our afling in this manner, and on the very unprecedented wa wy 
we had been treated {ince our arrival. 

On the twentieth of December, a lady,who is well acquainted with M. 
f Talleyrand, expreſſed to me her concern that we were {till in fo unſet- 
led a fituation : but adds ſhe, why will nat you ſend us money ? If you 
5 would but make us a loan, all matters would be adjuſted, and ſhe added, 
| When you were contending for your revolution, we lent you money. 
I mentioned the very great differences there was berween the ſituation of 
the two countries at that period and the preſent, and the different circum- 
ſtances under which the loan was made us, and the loan was now demand- 
ed from us. She replied, we do not make a demand ; we think it more 
delicate that the offer ſhould come from you: but M. Talleyrang had 
mentioned to me (who am ſurely not in his confidence) the neceſſity of 
your making us a loan: and I know he has mentioned it to two or 
three others; and ther you haye been informed of it ; and 1 will afſure 

| you, that if you remain here fix months longer, you would not advance à 
_ - fingle ſtep further in your negociations, withqut a loan, If that is the 

| caſe, I replied we may as well go away now. Why that poſſibly, ſaid 
ſhe might lead to a rupture ; which you had better avoid ; for we know 
we have a very conſiderable party in Ameriea, who are ſtrongly in our 

Intereſt, There is no occaſion to enter into a further detail of the con- 
verſation. 1 have only noted this part of it as expreſſive of what I 
believe (as far as relates to the Joan and a party iv America in their 
favor) to be the ſentiments of the French government with regard to us, 


CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY. 
December . 1797. | 


EXHBIT B, 


EXHIETT K | 
e! in che Envoys Letter, No. 4.) 


EKTraAer ron Gentaat MARSHALL's Jounnar. 
December 14th, 2797. I flepped inte Mr. Gzzzy's apartment, 


where I faw M. V. [Ele pete kis Spe at having been dilabled uo 


dine with us at M. de Beaumarchis, by an inveterate tooth- uche. He 
then aſked me whether I had feen M. de Beaumarchais lately ? I told 
him, not ſince he dined with us; and that he had left us much indiſpo- 
ſed. He then obſerved, that he had not known until lately chat 1 
was the advocate for that gentlemen in his cauſe againſt the ſtate of Vir- 
ginia ; and that M. de Beaumarchais, in conſequence of that circum» 
ſtance had expreſſed ſentiments of high regard for me. I replied, that 
M. de Begumarthais' cauſe was of great magnitude, very uncertain 
iſſue—and conſequently that a portion of the intereſt he felt in it would 
very naturally be transferred to his advocate, He immediatiy ſaid (low 
and apart) that M. de Beaumarchais had conſented, provided his claims 
could be eſtablifned to facrifice fiſty thouſand pounds ſterling of it, as 
the private gratification which had been required of us: ſo that the grat- 
zfication might be made without any loſs to the American government. 


] anſwered, that a gratification on any terms, or in any form, was 3 | 


ſubjett which we approached with much fear and difficulty, as we were 
not authoriſed by our government to make one; nor had it been ex- 
pelled that one would be neceſſary ; that, I could not undertake to ſay 


whether my colleagues would conſent to it in any ſtate of things ; but 1 


could undertake to ſay, no one of us wauld conſent to it, unleſs it was 


preceded or accompanied by 2 full and entire recognition of the claim of 
pur citizens, and a ſatisfaftory qrrangement on the ſubjeR of our miſſion. 
He faid it was in the expeRation of that event only that he mentiot ed 
it. We parted; and J flated the converſation to Gen. PIX K NEN, 
who was difinclined to any ſtipulation of the ſort, and conſidered it as a re- 
newal of the old-reprobated ſyſtem of inditett unauthorized. negotiation, 

Having been originally the counſel of M. dgBegumarchais, I bad de- 
termined, and ſo I informed Gen. Pix cx x, that I would not by my 
WO e ee en Lould pe "ps 
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poſe any adaiſſon of the claim of any French citizen, if not accompagied 


with the admiſſion of the claims of the American citizens of property cap- 


tured and condemned for want of a roled'equipage. * My reaſon for con- 
ceiving that this ought to be ſtipulated expreſsly, was a convittion that if 
it was referred to Commiſſioners, it would be committing to chance as 
complete a right as any individual ever poſſeſſed, Gen, PIxcKxEZY 
was againſt admitting the claim at any rate, 

After my return, Mr. Gzg gy came into my room, 3 
M. Y. had called on him to accompany him on a viſit to M. Tallyrand : 
that he propoſed ſeeing M. Talleyrand, and returning the civility of the 
dinner, 2 to bring about nnen 


- and us. 


* 


December 18th. Gen. Paxenaar. Rae Mr. Harun nat In 
my roam, and Mr. Gzxxy detailed to us the converſation men- 
tioned in our public letter. The propoſition relative to the claim 
of M. de Beaumarchais is entirely different from my underſtanding 
of it, in the very brief ſtatement made to me by M. V. We re- 
olved that we would rigidly adhere to the rule we had adopted, to 
enter into no negociations with perſons not formally authorized to 
treat with us. We came alſo to the determination to prepare a 


letter to the Miniſter of Foreign Relations, ſtating the object of 
our miſſion and diſcuſſing the ſubjects of difference between the 


two nations, in like manner as if we had been actually received: 
and to cloſe the letter with requeſting the government to open 


| the negociation with us, or to 1 us us our 2 3: es 


EXHIBIT C. 

(Incloſed/1 in the Envoys letter No. 4.) 5 
December 13. Mr. GEART accidentally calling on Gen. 
Pisck vr, found M. X. and was ſoon informed that his object 
was to obtain another interview between the miniſters and M. X. 
on the affairs of their miſſion. Gen. Mazxsna LL happening alſo 
to be there, we retired into another room, and immediately agreed 
to adhere to our former determination, not h have any more in- 
formal communications. M. X. having t u called in, Gen. 

P3iNCKNEY 
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Frncxnzr briefly communicated our determination; and Me; 


Genxy obſerved that he was much hurt by this propoſition; that 
the miniſters had already proceeded farther in this mode of com- 
munication than perhaps they could juſtify ; that they had refuſed, 
ſix weeks ago, to renew it; and that ſome regard ought to be paid 
to their feelings, which had been ſufficiently mortified; that the 
propoſition was diſreſpectful to the Envoys, as it betrayed a belief 


that they had loſt the ſenſe of their dignity, and were indeed in- 
competent to their office; that had there been but one Envoy 
Extraordinary, he ought to have had an audience in a few days; 
and that for three to remain between two and three months in this 


_ ſituation, was too humiliating, too debaſing for any nation ts ſub- 


mit to it; that for his own part, had he been ſent to any other na- 
tion in Europe, with two other Envoys, he would not have con- 


ſented to have remained in ſuch a ſtate ten days; that knowing the 


great deſire of the government and nation of the United States to 
be at peace with France, he had, with his colleagnes, ſubmitted to 
this indignity, at the riſque of the ſevere cenſure of the former. 
Having alſo enquired of M. X. at what time M. Talleyrand could 
be ſeen, the former ſaid he would enquire of M. Y. who on the 
16th in the evening, ſent, in Mr. Gzz zv's abſence from his lodg- 
ings, a billetas follows; M. V. has the honor to preſent his reſ- 
pects to Mr. Gzzxr, and to inform him that he will have the ho- 
nor to wait on him to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock, to go to- 


gether to the miniſter of foreign relations. He is with reſpect,“ 


&c. On the morning of the 14th, M. Y. came in while Mr. 
Gm was at breakfaſt not having received an anſwer to his 
note: and Mr. MaxsHALL coming in, M. Y. took him aſide and 
conferred with him a conſiderable time; after which the former 
and the reſt of the family left the room: and M. . and Mr. Gzr- 
xy being together, M. Gx RRV told him that his object in ſeeing 
M. Talleyrand was to return him a civility, by requeſting him to 
fix a day for dining with Mr. Gzzzv, who intended to invite his 
colleagues ; ; by this interview to promote, if poſſible, a better un- 
| 4 : derſtanding 
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derſtanding between the Miniſter and the American Envoys + and 
Mr.Gznzy alſo propoſed to confer with the Miniſter on the diſa- 
greeable ſituation tne Envoys were in, and to ſtate to him ſome 
reports which appeared to be founded, reſpecting a propoſition be- 
fore the Directory for ſending off all Americans in a ſhort period : 
but Mr. Guzxy added, that he could not liear a word on the ſub- 
je& of the miſſion, or the preliminaries to a negociation; as the 
Envoys had determined unanimouſly againſt any informal com- 
munications on the ſubject. M. V. in anſwer ſaid, that Mr. Maze. 
SHALL had juſt heard him on a ſubject of this kind; and that we 
might conſider it, as he did, merely as a converſation between our- 
ſelves. He then ſtated that two meaſures, which M. Talleyrand: 
propoſed, being adopted, a reſtoration of friendſhip between the 
Republics would follow immediately; the one was a gratuity of 
fiſty thouſand pounds ſterling, the orher a purchaſe of thirty-two! 


millions of the Dutch reſcriptions: that as to the firſt, M. de 


| Beaumarchais had recovered in a cauſe depending in Virginia, be- 
tween that ſtate and himſelf, one hundred forty-five theuſand pounds 
ſterling; that there was an appeal from the judgment; that he 
would fign an act to relinquiſh forty-five thouſand pounds, if the 
| whole ſhould be finally recovered, leaving only one hundred thou». 
ſand pounds for himſelf; that the forty-five. thouſand pounds might 
accrue to the United States, who would, in that caſe, loſe but a 
1mall part of the fifty thouſand pounds; that the purchaſe of ſix- 
teen millions of reſcriptions would amount to but one million three, 
hundred thirty-three thouſand (pounds). ſix ſhillings and eight 
pence ſterling; which, with an intereſt of five per cent. would be 
certainly paid by the government of Holland to the United States, 
and leave them without any loſs; that more than half the um 
may now be hired in Holland, on the credit of the reſcriptions, and 
an eaſy arrangement de made for payment by ſhort inſtalments, 
which might be obtained alſo by a loan; that it was worthy the 
attention of the Envoys to conſider, whether by ſo ſmall a ſacri- 
fice they would eſtabliſh a peace with France, or whether they, 
would riſk the conſequences; that if nothing could be done by 
| the 


% 


ngement, would be x made farthwith to ravage th 
Tos 1 United DIE by frigates from St, Domingo; 11 


mall "a whic ch had offended France wee ſuffering by it; "that | 


Hamburgh and other cities i in, that quarter wo! within : a Honth a 
4 have their governments changed; t "that Switzerland would vor 
80 the ſame operation; : and that Portugal would probably de 
is, a worſe FS? ; that the er ition againſt } En and 
would be certain purſued ; and that the prefent Period ee the 
moſt favourable, if ns willied to adopt: any meaſure * 2 Pa 
cat jor. Mr. Garny | in anſwer, ſaid, that if the Fren 
poſed to purſue, . with vengeance the United Siates they gr 
haps fayag 0 their coaſts and injure then in this way,, but. 5 
never Ll # fubdne them: The meaſure be thought utterly f im- 
Ptackieable, even if attempted by France, and her allies. "To whi whi 1 


— 


3 


— 
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M. + | aſſented. "Mr. Giant obſerved farther, that the rayages a 

luded to would undoubtedly cloſely connect the Vnited States and 
Great Britain, and prevent the former from 1 returning '0 the Friend- 
ſhip which they -have ever had for France; that as o the propo- 


fitions, he ſhould expreſs no opinion on "them'; that his fituation | 
and that of kts colleagues | was extremely « difficult; that the Di- 


rectory were excluſively prejudiced againft the government of the 
United States, and conſidered them as the Pom: of Great B Britain * 
that if the envoys could have an op nity of being heard, they 


eould remove ſuch iwpreſſtons, and ſhow that the government 


were the friends of France as much as of Great Britain; but that 


the Bnvoys were now in the moſt painful fltüstion ; det bey 
were treated, in the eyes of all Europe ang f . Nase - 
ernmerm and nation, with the titmoſt contempt, and were ſubrittibg 

to indighities which they could not recheile to their mend 


Juſtify to their edrifitthierits, NI. V. faid that the obfervitions were 


jut; bett that the American Envoys bad dt experienced wotfe 


treatment than other miniſters, abt indeeck 25 bad; that tlie En- 


oy of Portugal was Again ordered te depart; and that viir Tittle 

Cetemony was obſerved to the Envoys in general NM. T. Ind tt. 

Ger then töck 4 Lde to N. * Bureau, who reteibed 
(19441 G them 
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e or oh er N. ang Mr. = Te rved TE) 
allgrand, in Engliſh, lowly, ghat M. T. kad flated to al that 
| Toraing : Lowe, prppoflttons as coming To .M. T, Talleyrand, re- 
Tpetting which Ar. Ganar « could gre: no ; opinion 3, that this ob- 
ject at this | interview Was, to requeſt of him information whether he 
would fix a time for "taking x a dinner with. Mr. Gunny, at which 
e proppled to invite his colleagues; chat he wiſhed for more fre- 
quent intorviews of ſome lind or other between himſelf and the 
Envoys : ; Conegiving. that 1 many umagitiary  Gifficuliits Which obſlrull- 
ed the | | negociation would, yaniſh by this means 3 and that thoſe w| ic 
were real would be ſurmounted that ving the delicate part whic 
the Miniſter of a ys a Tl , he dd no with M. .T, | 
io accept the i invitation, if it would ſub him to inconveniences : That 
he wiſhed 40 ſpeak on another ſubjet); and u was le him 10 96+ 
knowledge that the precarious ſituation of the envoys was ſuch ; © to ben. 
4e K et for them io take meaſures for decent | arrangements 3 3 
thata ſhort ume lince he bad Luppoled meaſures: were taking a. favorable 
turn; but that lately be bad received, from, various quarters, inform- 
ation of a report made by the miniller of the interior, and under the | 

e of the DiceAory, for ſending al "Americans from Paris 
in eventy-four hours ; that he could not be relponkible for the wu 
of che information, but it appeared to bi, as well from the. various 
quarter from which it came, as from the intelligence of the perſon » who 
gave it, to be highly probable ; that if this was the caſe, ut was unneceſſary 
Hor the Direflory, as he conceived, to paß any arrette, as it reſpetied the 
envoys, for that they would depart from Paris whenever it was hinted 
e dhe wiſh of the Direflory ; that for his, own, part be ſhould. ſex 
more at eaſe, until we were. receiyed, to reſide in a city of ſome other 
nation than. that, of, France 1 and, 10 return to Paris on notice, that the 
Direftory were diſpoſed, to open, the negociation,, M. Talleyrand- 

appeared io be very uneaſy at chis declaration hut avoided ſay ing a 
word on it. He faid, ihat che information M. \ had given me was 
jult, and might always be relied on: Bui that he would reduce io writing 
* n which he accordiogly did 3, and alter he r 

m 
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them to Mr, dena, he bam A paper. * fubiance my 
follows—f See No. 1 1. n. . f bw en Ba: al. © 7» 
He chen faid, that he accepted of the invitation ; vat he wow dm 
with him the" decade after the preſent in which he was/'engaged: - 

Mr. Gzxxy did not repeat all that he bad ſaid to M. Y. wing 
no doubt he would communicate the Whole to M. Talleyrand. > And 
after expreſſing a friendſhip for the French republic, and a warm de. 
fire to renew” the former attachment of the two" republics, which M. 


Talleyrand warmly reciprocated, as Sid, M. Talleyrand 
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— Du come fiwart generally, and ſay +: + 

0 France has been ſerviceable to the United States and 3 
wiſh to be ſerviceable to France : Uyderſlending that the French 
| Republic has ſixteen "millions of Dutch reſcriptions 16 ſell, the United 
States Will purchaſe them at par, and will give her further aſſiſtance 
whenin their power. s The firſt arrangement being made, e French 
government will take meafures for reimburſing the equitable demands of 
America GREG fell to give N to their ſhips in 


bn ut DAR, + \ 
RAA of 2181713 
„o es ech 26. bat 3 IE A 262 ub aft VO! 


d Dain Sin bbs, e 1799. 
. to find white Redaien 
ue fed inſtal containing the meſſage of the Directory to the Coun. 


eil of Five Hundred, urging che neceſſity of «law to declare as god 


prize, all neutral ſhips: having on board merchandizes and commodities, 
the/produftiont of England, or of the Engliſh poſſeſſions, that the Flag, 
as they term it, may no longer cover the property; And declaring far. 
| ther that the ports of France, except in caſe of diſtreſs, ſhall be ſhut 8. 
gainſt all neutral ſhips-which, in the courſe of their voyage, ſhall have 
touched at an Engliſh port, A eommiſſion has been-ppointed to report 
| 1 i weary > that a decree will be en ea 
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ultimo. Me can only repeat that there exiſts no hope of our being o- 
ficially received by this goverament, or that n of. en; hey 
will be in any way accompliſhed... ts 1591 jon. bib 1442 14 


We e e with Fs opal your maſt li 
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Ws; CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCK: EN, 
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Timothy Pickering, Ei. 
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Pullerip 1 a vipleete of tha, Booaye! a gork 
rl wan bog ie bein March, 1798. viet nord acc an | 
TRE Hh e been paſſed unanimouſly by ths 
Conpl of Five Hundred, and we encloſe a Jqurnal containing the 
account. There is no doubt, haut that it enn 1 | 
ern be. Council of Ancients. s.. 

50 TRANS LAT ION. nn 
Aale to 2 Gponcil of Five Hundred, of the 35th Nine, Gtr, 

au January, 1798.) *. laß 
Crrizzus Reyn8gs2nTATIVES, - 

ON this day, the fifteenth of Nivoſe, and at the very hour at 
which the Exeeutive DireQory addreſſes this meſſage to you; the 
municipal adminiſtrators, the juſtices of the peace, the commiſla- 
ries of the DireRory, and the ſuperintendants of the cuſtoms, are 


proceeding, in all che chief places of the departments, and in all 


chandiae now in France, or introduced into its territory, in vontrar 
W e 1 * n Brumaire, e e 375 
1796.) Wb 1 1 n NEAT 


. i es W n 
Such in be firſt od by which, now the peace | is given to the 
continent, the war declared long fince againſt England, is about 10 
aNume the rral character which becomes it. The French will not 
ſuffer a power, which ſeeks to found its proſperity upon the miar 
 forzune. of other nations, to raiſe its commerce upon the ruin of 


that 


5 of other Rates, and Which, b, aſpiring to the dominion of the 
ſeas, wiſhes to introduce, every where, the articles of its own man- 
ufacture, and to receive nothing from foreign e long. ; 
er to enjoy the fruits of its guilty ſpeculations. eee e 
Tbe Engliſh government has kept in pay, during the war, the 
coaleſced forces, with the produce of i its manufaQures. | It has yio- 
_ lated all the, principles of the law of nations; in order to ſhackle 
the reJations of neutral powers; it has cauſed to be ſeized the pro- 
viſions, corn, and commodities, which it ſuppoſed to be deſtined 
for France: It has declared contraband. every thing which it 
thought could be uſeful to the Republic hk deſired to ſtarve * 
| All the citizeng call for vengeance. . 1 

When it had to fear . np is ay" 
it corrupted foreign captains to induce, them to take on board 
theic yeſſels Engliſh merchandize, and thus to introduce it, by firat- 


agem, by fraud or otherwiſe, ito the Rates and eſpecially into tus 


French, Republic. _. | 
Tbe neutral powers. mould have pn rr that, hs this . con- 
du8, their merchants took part in the war, and that 0 e 
ſiſtance to one of the belligerent powers. 
We ſerve a party, as well when we procure for it. Pins means of 
augmenting its forces as when we unite ourſelves to thoſe which it 
has. The neutral powers ſhould have perceived, that, England, 
dy ſtopping the veſſels of other powers, laden in their reſpective 
ports, and deſtined- for France, by permitting articles coming from 
her own manufactories alone to circulate, aimed at an excluſive 
commerce, and that ĩt would be neceſſary to ſeek. nen, for 
ſuch an attempt... 3:4 1001005 £64 + | 
Tbe ordinance. of the marine) an the ergulation of 1704, have 
Ace lawful prize, the veſſels and their cargoes in which is found 
merchandige belonging to enemies. Theſe proviſions ſhould be 
extended. The intereſt of Europe requires it. 
The Directory thinks it urgent and neceſfary to paſs a br * 
claring the character of veſſels, relative to their quality of neutral 
or enn. their cargo; ae the cl hall 
PAO YIATERI be 
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no longer covered by the flag : 2 115 conſequence, that every v vel 

ſel foune at ſea, having on board Engl proviſions and merchan- 

dise Ze 25 ber cargo, in whole or in part, ſhall be declared lawful 

prize, whatſoever mey be the proprietor of theſe Proviſions or mer- 

chandize ; ; which ſhall be reputed contraband, for this cauſe alone, 
that they come from England br her poſſeſſions, © g eee 

It would be uſeful to declare, at the ſame time, that except in 
the caſe of Aiftreſs, the ports of the Republic all be tut to all 
foreign veſſels, which, in the courfe of their voyage, Wall have en. | 
tered d ee wearer anal amet. 
The Executive bree fehl. you, Eitizens repreſentatives, 
to adopt thefe meaſures. N neutral of allied power Can miſtaks 
their object, nor complain of them, unleſs it be already abandoned 
to England. The infallible effect of the menfüre 53 to enhance the 
value of the produce of their 'own ſoll andinduſtry, to increaſe the 
proſperity of their commerce, to repel every thing thut comes front 
England, and effentially to influence the conclution of the war. 

_ Suchare the motives which induce the Executive DireAory 0 | 
invite you; Citizens Repreſentatives, ts take the hee oy this 
fage into the moſt prompt confideration, © 1D a 
ae P. BAR RAS, Prefident,” 
a Fic cds '= LRGARDE, Secretary: general. 
Phe of a decree reported by M. Villers to the Council of Five Hundred, 
in its fitting of the 11th of January, 1 798, tranſlated from a Paris 

Pater entitled Journal du Sor, of the fame day, incloſed in the 4 

| licatt of the Envoy!) Letter, No: 5. dated 8th De, 1768. 
FIRST, The character of & veſſel, relative to 2 aun of 
veuter or enemy, is determined by her cargo. 

In conſequence, every veſſel loaded in kate 1 b with 
Englith merchandize, is declared Jawful prize, whoever _ över 
of the leid merchandize may be. y & 
sad, Every foreign veſfel which, in hehe MOTION 
mall have entered an Engliſn port, ſhall not enter France, except 
In caſe of diſtreſs: She ſhall depart thence as ſoon s cauſes of 
of her entry ſhall have ceaſed.” — ws [351738 ) PRES 

This decree was immediately ao anger 154572 
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entertained a warm aud lincere Mon” for dhe people of France, e ev-" 
er "ho their arins were united in the war with Greai-Britain, which 
ended in the full” and formal acknowledgitem of the Independence af 
theſe ſlates, * It is kiibwi'to you that this Affection, when the Ftench 
determined 10 refortn their government and elfahlih it on "the baſis of 
liberty ; that liberty in which the people of che United States were” 
born, and which itt the concluſion bf "the wit above inentioned” was 
final'y and fmiy ſecured. It is known” to'yiou,” "that this aﬀſeftion role 
to enthuſiaſm; when dhe war was Kindled © beiween Franck and "he 
powers of Europe, which were combined agairilt her for the awbwed © 
purpoſe of reſtoring the monarchy ; and every where" vous were bead 
for the ſucceſs of the French arins, Vel Ari this period France e * t 
preſſed no willi that the U nited States {liduld'depart from their veutralicy.”? . 
And while uo duty required us to enter ĩnio che war and our belt inter- 
ells urged us to remain at peace, the government determined to tale 4 
neutral ation": Which being raker,/ the duties of an impartial heuttal. 
ity became indiſpenſabl) binding. Tlence the government eatly* pra- 
claimed derne ar BY nature of "thoſe duties and the conſequences 
bp ns; Neu! ; th nin two To 5 4 IJ LAG 1 

The Miniſter ak. Mr. Gente, hd ech bot th time, 
by his public declaration, confirmed the idea, that France did not de- 
ſice us to quit the ground we had taken, His meaſures, wore oo 
calculated to deſtfoy our neutrality and io draw us into the wat. 

The principles Tas Pele er een e th 
law of nations, which is the law of the land, "were afterwards recog- 
nized by the National Legiſlature, and the' obſervance of them enforced 


by ſpecific penalties, in the abt of Congreſs __ the fich of June, 
794 


* 


22 2 "CY 


56 
1464. By this uidcipler knd Ws the oth ofthe Kaluga hs 
deciſions of the cours of the United States were regulated, ;; 13 

A Government thus fair and upright right in its principles and; juſt and im- 
partial in its conduft might have confidently hoped" to be ſecure-againſt 
formal official cenſure ; but the United States have not been fo fortunate. 
The acts of their Governryent, in its various branches, though pure in 
principle and impartial in operation; and conformable. to cheir indiſ- 
peplible rights of ſovereignty, haye been aſſigned; as the cauſe of the of- | 
| enhive and injurious meaſures of the French Republic. | For proofs of 
the formen all the cf of G ernme may be vovched; while the aſ- 
perſions fo freely uttered by the French miniſters, the refuſal to hear the 
miniſter, of the United States, | ſpecially charged to enter on amicable 
diſcuſſions an all the topics of complaint, the deoregs of the, Executive 
Directory and of their agents, the depredations on our, commerce and 
te Golan age eee. 

„ . Theſe injuries and depredations vill conſtitute an important ſub- 
15 of your diſcuſſions with the government, of h Republic; 
and for alt theſe wrongs you will ſeek redreG.,/ 

In reſpeRt 10 the depredations, on our COMER he principal ch. 
ar aubaecdbiuct denn deciding, 
the claims of our citizens, and the manner and periods of making them 
compenſation. As to the firſt, the qth article of the proved precedents. 
to be adopted with France. The propoſed, mode of adjuſting thoſe 
claims by commiſſioners, appointed, on each, ſide, is ſo perfefly fair we 
cannot imagine that it will be refuſed. But when the claims are ad- # 
juſted, if payment in ſpecie cannot be obtained, it may be found ne- 
cefſary to agree in behalf of our citizens, that they ſhall accept public ſe- , 
curities payable with intereſt at ſuch periods as the ſtate of the French 
finances ſhall render warmen 
far as poſſible to ſhorten. | 

Not only the recent . eee e 

Directory of the ad of July, 1796, and the ad of March, 1997, or un- 
der the decrees of their agents, or the illegal ſentences of their tribunals, 
J | 
enn 2 
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it 
700 cancel many or all of the laſt mentioned claims might be the effefl | 
of the decree of the Executive Direftory of the ad of March laſt, reviv- 
ing the decree of the gth of May 179g ; but this being an ex pet 
faflo regulation, as well as a violation of the tteaty between the Unit- 
ed. States and France, cannot be obligatory on the former, Indeed the 
greater part, probably nearly all the captures and confiſcations in queſ- 
tion, have been committed in direct violation of that treaty or the law - 
of nations. But the injuries arifing from. the capture of enemies prop- 
erty in veſſels of the United States, may not be very extenſive ; and if 
for ſuch captured property the French government will, agreeably to 
the law of nations, pay the freight and reaſonable demurrage, we ſhalt 
not on this account any farther contend; But of ſhip timber and naval 
ſtores taken and confiſcated by che French; they ought to pay the full - 
value; beeauſe our citizens continued their traffic in thoſe articles under 
the faich of the tteaty with France: On theſe two points we ought 
to expett that the French government will not refuſe to do us juſtice ; 
and the more becauſe it has not, at any period of the war, expreſſed its 
defire that the commercial treaty ſhould in theſe reſpetis be altered. 
| Beſides the claims of our citizens for depredations on their property, 
there are many ariſing from expreſs contratts made with the French 
government or its agents, or founded on the ſeizure of their property, in 
French ports. Other claims have ariſen from the long detention of 
a multitude. of our veſſels in the ports of France; The wrong hereby 
done to our citizens was acknowledged by the French government, and, 
in ſome, perhaps in moſt of the caſes, ſmall payments towards indemni- 
fications have been made ; the reſidue fill remains to be claledl. 
All theſe-juſt demands of our citizens will merit your attention, 
The beſt poſſible means of compenſation muſt be attempted. Theſe 
will depend on what you ſhall diſcover to be prafticable in relation to the 
French finances. But an exception muſt be made in reſpett to debts 
due to our citizens by the contrafts of the French government and its 
agents, if they are comprehended- in any Ripulation ; and 'an option 
reſerved them, jointly or indiridublly, either to accept the means of pay-= 


ment which you ſhall ſlipulate or reſort to the * 3 di- | 
e e e contratis. 


H Although 
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W Atthough the reparation for lofſes ſuſtained by the citizens of t the 
VUaited States, in conſequence of "irregular or illegal captures, or 
condemnations, or forcible ſeizures or detentions, is of very high 
© knportance, and is to be preſſed wita the greateſt earneſtneſs, yet it 
is not to be iiſſſed en as an indiſpenſable condition of the propoſed 
treaty. You are not, however, to renounce theſe claims of our 
eitizens, nor to ſtipulate that they be aſſumed bo, the United err 
as a loan to the Freneh government. 

Ir reſpect to the alterations of the commercial treaty withFrance, 
in the two caſes which have been principal fubjects of complain: 
on her part, viz. enemies property in neutral ſhips, and the articles 
contraband of war; although France ca have no right to claim 
the annulling of ſtipulations at the moment when by both parties 
they were originally intended to operate; yet if the French govern- 
ment preſs for alterations, the Preſident has no difficulty in ſubſti- 
tuting the principles of the law of nations as flated in the 17th and 
th articles of our commercial treaty with Great · Britain, to thoſe 
of the 234 and 24th articles of our commercial treaties with France j 
and in reſpe& to proviſions, and other articles not uſually deemed 
contraband, you are to agree only a temporary compromiſe, like | 
that iu the 18th article of the Britiſh treaty, and of the ſame dura 
tion. If however, to ſatisfy France, new be is af war, we change 
the two important articles beforementioned, then the 4th article 
of the French treaty, which ſubjeAs the property of the neutral na · 
tions found on board enemies — MEER W e (8930 
muſt of courfe be aboliſſied. 

We have witneſſed ſo many eronedus dende Bess of the treaty 
with France, even in its plaineſſ parts, it will be neceſfary to exa- 
mine every article critically, for the purpoſe of preventing, as far as 
human wiſdom can prevent, all future miſinterpretations. The 
kind of documents neceſſary for the protection of the neutral veſſels, 
mould be enumerated and minutely deſcribed ;/ the cafes in which 
i ſea letter ſhould be required may be ſpecified ; the want of a ſea- 

letter ſhould not of itſelf be a cauſe of confiſcation, where other rea- 
 fonableproof of property is produced; and where ſuch proof is 


*. 
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| fyrniſhed the want of a ſea · letter mould go no furtherthan to ſavg 


the 7 from damages for detaining and bringing in the nem 
yeſſe]. The proportion of the veſſel's crew which WI be foreignet 


7 ſhould be agreed on, TNT | 


Perhaps it may be expedient to introduce divers other ee 
confarmably to the marine laws of France. Whenever theſe are 
to operate on the commerce of the United States, our "ſafety re- 
quires, that as far as poſſible, they be fixed by treaty. And it wil 
be defirable to ſtipulate againſt any ex pe, fat W or regula- 
tion, under any pretence whatever, 

Great-Britain has often claimed a right and practiſed upon it, 
to prohibit neutral nations carrying on a commerce with her enemies 
which had not been allowed in time of peace. On this head it will 
be deſirable to come to zn explicit underſtanding with France, and 
of poſſible, to obviate the claim by an expreſs ſtipulation, 

Such extenſive depredations have been committed on the eom- 
merce of neutrals, and eſpecially of the United States by the citi- 
zens of France, under preterice that her enemies (particulayly Great- 
Britain) have dong the fame things, it will be defirable to have it 
explicitly ſtipulated, that the conduct of an enemy towards the neu- 


| - tral power ſuall not authorize or excuſe the other belligerent power 
in any departure from the law of nations or the ſtipulations of tbe 


treaty ; eſpecially that the veſſels of the peutral nation ſhall never 


de captured or detained, or their property confiſcated or injured, 
becauſe bound to or from an enemy's port, except the caſe of a block · 


aded port, the entry into which may be prevented according to the 


known rule of the law of nations. And it may be expedient to de · 
fine a blockaded place or port to be one actually inveſted. by land 
or naval forces, or both, and that no declaration of a blockade fhall- 
have any effect without ſuch actual inveſtment. And no commer. 


cial right whatever ſhould be abandoned, which is ſecured * 
neutral powerd by the European law of nations. | 
The foregoing articles being thoſe which the French govern» 


ment has made the oftenſible grounds of its principal complaints, 
they baye naturally been the firſt brought into view. But the pro. 
2 BH tan Bow © ths. 88 , 3 - 5 ip 1 * _ poleq | 1 
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poſed alterations and arrargements ſuggeſt the propriety of reviſe 
ing all our treaties with France. In ſuch reviſion the firſt obje& 
that will attra& your attention is the reciprocal guaranty in the 
11th article of the treaty of alliance. This guaranty we are per- 
fectly willing to renounce. The guarany by France of che liberty, 
ſorereignty. and independence of the United States will add noth- 

ing to our ſecurity, while, on the contrary, our guaranty of the | 
poſſeſſions of France in America, will perpetually expoſe us to the 
riſque and expenſe of war, of to diſputes and queſtions concerning 
our national faith, 

When Mr. Genet was ſent : as the miniſter of the French Repub- 
lic to the United States, its ſituation was embarraſſed, and the ſuc- 
ceſs of its meaſures problematical. In ſuch circumſtances it was 
natural that France ſhould turn her eye to the mutual guaranty; 
and accordingly it was required, in Mr. Gene“ inſtructions, to be 
< an eſſential clauſe in the new treaty,” which he was to propoſe ; 
and on the ground, “ that it nearly concerned the peace and prof- 
perity of the French nation, that a people whoſe reſources increaſe. 
beyond all calculation, and whom nature had placed ſp near het 
rich colonies, ſhould become intereſted, by their own engagements, 
in the preſervation of thoſe Iſlands.” But at this time, France, 
powerful by her victories, and ſecure in her triumphs, may leſs re- 

_ gard the reciprocal guaranty with the United States and be willing 
to relinquiſh it. As a ſubſtitute” for the reciprocal guaranty may 
be propoſed a mutual renunciation of the ſame territories and. poſ- 
ſeſſions, that were ſubjects of the guaranty and renunciation of the 
{ixthand eleventh articles of the treaty of alliance. Such a renun- 
ciation on our part would obviate the reaſon aſſigned in the in- 
ſtruction to Mr. Genet, before cited, of future danger from the rap 
idly grawing power of the United States. But if France infiſts on 
the mutual guaranty, it will be le to aim at ſome modificatieg 
of it. 5 

The exiſting engagement is of that kind which by writers on the 
law of nations, is called a general gyaranty ; of - courſe the caſus 
Fedais cn never ogcur except in a defenfive war. The nature 


of 


20 
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pf this obligagion is under ſtood to be, that when à war really and 

truly defenſive exiſts, the engaging nation is bound to furniſh an - 
fettual and adequate defence in co-operation with the power attack - 
ed; whence it follows, that the nation may. be required, in ſome 
circumſtances, to bring forward its whole force. The nature and 
extent of the ſuccours demandable not being aſcertained, engage- 
ments of this kind are, dangerous on. account of their uncertainty ; 
there i is always hazard of doing too much or too little, and of courſe 
of being involved in involuntary rupture. 

Specific ſuccours have the advantage of certainty, and are leſs liable 
| to occaſion war. On the Berg ond at 4 ne: 
itude for the exerciſe of judgment and diſcretion. | 

On the part of the United States, inflead of troops oc qhips of war, 
it will be convenient to flipulate for a moderate ſum of money or quan- 
tity of proviſions, at the option of France, the proviſions, to be deliver- 
ed at our own ports, in any future defenſive wars, The ſum of money 
or its value in proviſions, ought not to exceed 200,000 dolls. a year 
during any | ſuch wars. The reciprocal ſtipulation on the part of France 
may be to furniſh annually the like ſum of money or an equivalent in 
military ſtores and clothing for troops, at the option of the United States, 
to be delivered in the ports of France, 

Particular caution, however, mult be uſed in diſcuſſing this ſubjett, 
not to admit any claims on the ground of the guaranty in relation to the | 
exiſtiſting war, as we do not allow that the caſus fæderis applies to it. — 
And if the war fhould continue after your arrival in France, and the 
queſtion of the guaranty ſhould not be mentiened on her part, you may 
rann be ſilent on the ſubject, if you deem it moſt prudent. 

It will be proper pere to notice ſuch articles of the treaty of amity 
and commerce between the United States and France, as have been dif- 
ferently conſtrued by the two png on which LOFTS expedient 
to amend or explain. 

Ax. 2. The aſſent of the United States i in their treaty wh Great- 
Britain, to the dofrine of the law of nations reſpeRing enemies proper- 
ty in neutral ſhips, and ſhip timber and naval ſtores, and in ſome caſes 

provi, 23 contraband of war, the French government has choſen ts 


| 62 
conſider as a voluntary grant of favors, in reſpect to commerce and 
navigation, to Great-Britain, and that conſequently the ſame favory 
have become common to France. This conſtruftion is ſo foreign from 
ur ideas of the meaning and defign of this article, that it ſhews the ne- 
celſity of reviewing all the articles, and however clear they may appear, 
| of attempting to obyiate future miſconſiruftions by declaryipry eplus. 
tions of a change of terms. 

ART. 8. France has repestedly contended, that the impoſition ef 50 
cents per ton on French veſſels arriying in the United States, is contra, 
ry to the gth article of the treaty. The arguments in ſupport of this 
pretenſion are unknown; but it preſumed to be unfounded, The re. 
| Ciprocal right of laying © duties or impoſts of what, nature ſoever,” e. 
qual to thoſe impoſed on the moſt favored nations, and without any oth- 
er reſtriftions, ſeems to be clearly ſettled by the gd and 4th articles, 
The 5th article appears to have been intended merely to define or qualify 
the rights of American veſſels in France. It is, however, deſirable that 
the queſtion be underſtood and all doubt concerning it removed, But 
the introduftion of a principle of diſcrimination between the. veſſels of 
different foreign nations and in derogation of the powers of Congreſs to 
raiſe revenue by uniform duties on any objefts whatever, cannot be haz · 
X arded. The naturalization of French veſſels will of courſe as inadmiſſible, 

Ax r. 8. The ſtipulation of doing us good offices to ſecure peace to 
the United States with the Barbary powers, has never yet procured us 
any advantage. If therefore che French Government lays any fires on 
this ſtipulation, as authorizing. a claim for ſome other engagement from 
us in favor of France, it may be abandoned ; and eſpecially if i its abro- 
gation can be applied as a ſer off againſt ſome exiſting French claims. | 

ART. 14. If the alterations already propoſed are made in the agd 
and adh articles, then this 14th article, a before obſerved, muſt be abe. 
iſhed. ; | ( = 3 
| Ax. 17. The conſiruftion put on this article by the government of 
| the United States, is conceived to- be reaſonable and juſt, and is there- 

fore to be inſiſted on. The tribunals of the .reſpeftive countries will 
conſequently be juſtified in taking cognizance of all captures made wich- 

in their reſpeltive juriſdiftions ; or by illegal privateers ; and thoſe of 


« 


ofie counity will be deemed illegal which are fitted out in the country” 
of the other remaining neutral : Seeing to permit ſuch arming would 
violate the neutral duties of the latter. 

Ir will be expedient to ſix explicitly the reception to be given to pub» 
lic flips of war of all nations, The French Miniſters have demanded, 
that the public ſhips of the enemies of France, which at any time, and 
in any part of the world, had made prize of a French veſſel, ſhould 
be excluded from the ports of | the, United  States,, although they 
brought in no prize with them, In oppoſition to. this demand, ve 
En e. when they came in 

with French prizes, | And the kind of aſylum to be.afforded.in all oh- 
er circumſtances is deſcribed in Mr. IX T EIRSOx's letter to Mr. Han- 
XoND, dated che geh of Sept. 179g, in the following words : « Thus 
chen the public flips of war of both nations (Engliſh and French) en- 

joy a perfekt equality in our ports; 1ſt, in caſes of urgent necelliy 3 
wp rom ome ener] wee Ping and gd. in the time they choſe 
to continue. And ſuch ſbelter and accommodation are due to the pub- 
TTT nas, 
tions. 

Kent us le geist ) hoe d Bake of aſylum 
Ripulated for the armed veſſels of France and their prizes, gives no right 
to make ſale of thoſe prizes, - But when prize ſhips are ſo diſabled as 
| to be incapable of putting to ſea again, until rekitted, and when they ae 
utterly" diſabled; ſome proviſion is neceſſary relative ig their cargoes, 
Both caſes occurred | laſt year, The government permitted, though 
with heſitation and caution, the cargoes to be unloaded, one of the veſſels 
to be repdited, and part of the prize goods ſold to pay for the repairs, 
and the cargo of the veſſel that we found unfit ever to go ſea again, 
was allowed to be exported as prize goods, even in neutral bottoens, . 
The doubt on theſe occaſions aroſe from the 24th article of the Britiſh 
treaty forbidding the fale of the prizes of privateers, or the exchange of 
the ſame in any manner whatever, But as French prizes were entitled 
to an aſylum in our ports it was conceived to be a reaſonable conſtruction 
of it to allow af ſuch proceedings as thoſe above mentioned, to prevent 
the total loſs of veſſelb and cargoes, The 25th article of the Britiſh 

| | wreaty 
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e demands attention 3 e ROY 
ty ſhall be made that ſhall be inconſiſtent with that or the 24th acticles | 


| Another doubt aroſe whether the Britiſh treaty did not in good faith, 


require the prohibition of the ſale of prizes made by the national ſhips 
of France, as well as of thoſe made by her privateers. ; eſpecially ſee - 
ing our treaty with France, gave her no right to ſell any prizes what- - 


ever; but upon the whole, it way conceived that the United States, hav- 


ing before allowed the Tale of ſuch prizes, and the Prohibition in the 
24th article of the treaty being diſtinaly pointed againſt | the fale of the , 
prizes of Privatters, it was thought proper to permit the former prac- 


tice to continue, until the Executive ſhould make and publiſh a prohibi- 


M l II S probibitory 
law. Fg 

"Ar. $2d. If in new modelling the rreaty with ety oh total; 
probibition of che fale of prizes in the ports of the party remaining neu- 
tral, ſhould not be agreed on, at leaſt the right of each power io make 
at its pleaſure ſuch prohibition, whether they are prizes of national ſhips, 
or privateers, ſhould be acknowledged, for, the reaſon more than once 
ſuggeſted—to prevent a repetition of . upon unfounded conſiruc- 
tions ; ſuch as under the preſent article, n 
of cither party is a grant to the other of the thing forbidden. "1 

Arr. 234 and 24th, Theſe have been already cond ad he 
alteration propoſed have been mentioned. a 

There have been ſo many unjuſt pang + warn Ni aac, yoda 


turing and confiſcating American veſſels, i it may perhaps. be impoſſible. 


to guard againſt a repetition of them in any treaty which can be deviſed. . 
To ſtate the cauſes and pretences that have been already advanced by 
the government of France, its agents and tribunals, as the grounds, of 
the capture and condemnation o- American veſſels and cargoes,, would, 
doubtleſs give pain to any man of an ingenuous mind who ſhould: be em- 
ployed on the part of France to negociate another treaty, or a modification. 
of the treaties which exiſt, It is not deſired therefore to go farther in- 
to'detail on theſe matcers than ſhall be neceſſary to guard by explicit 
ſtipulations, , againſt future miſconſtruſtions, and the miſckiek, they, *. ü 
naturally produce, 
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the creachery of the Feench and Dusch inhabitants, Viclor | 
Lan the ſpecial agents of the Execwive Directory, at Gaudaloupe, 
ba es to let wel out per ena Gel be 
good priac- WOES, Nw "TO Near WMI 5 
- Under i n ling tt nts 
bound wan from, French potu, die Freach agents, at St. Domingo, 
(Santhonax aud others) decteed that all America veſſels bound to or 
from Engliſh! ports ſhould be captured; and they. have fince declared 
ſuch capwrad veſſels 10 be gouf prize. The French-confuls in Span 
have on eee eee eee eee eee 
becauſe they. were deſtined.to ot coming fro n an Engliſh po- 
Under. dhe pre:ence, that che Fe 5 
commercial treaty. for ĩhe mutual advantage of the merchanm and uavi- 3 
gators. of the two nations, ie ſave their veſſels ſcom detention and other 
dexatioen when met with at fez, by preſenting ſo clearaproof of the 
Property, ate an; indiſpenſable document to be found on board, the 
Trench confiſcate! American 2 of cham UN is; b 
xcknowledge. the property to be American. 2d) Inte liw- tier e 
. —— deftind 40 amps 
emies port, are by the 2.4 article of the commercial treaty declared 
contraband, and as ſuch by themſelves only liable to confiſcation, Hugues 
and Lebas decreed all nentral veſſels having horſes or any-oubet contra 
. e eee, 
demnedd veſſels and cargoes, a6 1546; of wi 215 3 | 
The ancient ordinances ofthe: French e eee ee, 
papers to be on board neutral veſſela, the want of any one of which 1s: 
—— e- rs tet Une. 
ä —ů n gi and 
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to particulars :* To deſeribe the ſhip's papers which ſhall be required, 

and'to declare that the wart of any other ſhall Hot be à cauſe for confiſ-! . 

cation : To fix the mode of manning veſſels as te the officers, andthe 
des (lt 1 


gr 

in teſpeli to American veſſels, that more ihan one third may be foreign- 
es. This proben wi be important te the Southern States, which he 
but few native ſeamen,” 0 n Lot daz extant. 11 bY „ h 


| The marine ordinances of France will ſhow what regulations have 
| | been required to be obferved by allianced as well as netitral powers i in 
general to aſcertain und ſecure the property of neutrals. Some of theſe 
regulations" may be highly proper th be adopted; while others" may be 
inconvenient and burthenſome. Vour aim will be to render the'docu- 
b Barth od EIT afar 
— vary Loan bono bavong 5: 
 ArxTICLES Pe * pony . . 
| formable to each giher. | The ach ſays, that after the-exhibition of the 
paſſport, the. veſſel ſhall be allowed | to paſs without © moleſtation or 
ſearch, without giving her chace; or forcing her to quit her intended 
courſes The a gh requiges'that beſides «the -p6ſſport; veſſels ſhall” be 
ed. It will be expedient to add, that if in the face of ſuch evidence the 
conformable to tfeaty, the captors ſhall be condemned in all the charges, 
damages and intereſts thereof, which they ſhall have cauſed. A pro- 
| viſion of qv dre in the 21th article of our treaty with the 
United Netherlands. won ee ent iis eb 1243 bog 
Anrietz 28. eee eee eee 
don i contraband ; but merely to ſuch as by- the laws of ile country 
are forbidden. to be exported. Vet in he caſe of exporting horſes 
from Virginia, which no law prohibited, in che winter of 1796, his ar- 
ticle was applied by the French Miniſter to horſes which by the 
French treaty are contrabatia*of war. And a letter from the Miniſter 
to Victor Hugues and Lebas, informing them chat ihe American govern— 
ment refuſed to prevent ſuch export of horſes by the Bciiiſh is made one 
ground fur their decree above mentioned./ |. 3-7, ns io fl 
ART: 30. The veſſel of the United States ought to be admit» 
ted into the ports of France. in the ſame mannex. as the veſſels of France. 
ar admitted in the ports of the United States, Bat ſuch a Aipylation 
„ eee . ought 
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ought not to authorize the adgiſſon of veſſels * inn g 
ports of the other, into which the admiſſion of all foreign veſſels ſhall be 
forbidden by the Jaws of France and of the United States eſpedlively.. 
With ahip reftrifiion, the principles of the. 1 ach article of the treaty with 
Great-Britain, afford z } liberal and unexceprionable precedent, Arcitric-, 
tion like that here referred to will þe fgund in che hell duc of the 
third article of the Bruſh tremty. * 

The Commeree ta the French Se in the Faſ = Wel. Jdc, 
will doubtleſs be more or leſs reftrifted, according io the uſage of other 
European nations. Yet on account of the diſarranged condition of the. 
French navigation, probably a larger | latitude of trade with their cel. 
on ĩes vill be readily permitted | for a term of years : Ang perhaps the. | 
mutual advantages thence reſulting will be found ſo great as to induce af. 
terwards a protongation of that term; to wh pp e 
buſineſs may contribute, _ 

While berween the United States and Fr cance there ſhall fublf a pore 
{a reciprocity lo reſpeRt | to commerce, we muſt endeayor to extend 
our trade to her colonies 10 as many articles as poſſible, Of theſe the 
moſt important Fer of all kinds, as beef, pork, flour, buter, 
| cheeſe, fiſh, grniny pulſe, live Bock, any) every ocher arcs Jeving for 
food, which is the produce of the country, horſes, mules, timber, plants, | 
and wood, of all kinds, cabinet ware and other maoufattures of the United 
States; And t to obtain i in return all the articles. of the produce of thoſe 
22 widhour aps at leaſt to the value of the * 7 tg 

2 * — Gere * of 1 Confer 8 
The French have contended for the execution af cheir conſular deciſions 
2 the marſhal or other 7 . of the United States—and their min- 

iſter of juſtice has formal y flared in a report to the miniſſer of foreign af 
fairs, that the judicia] ſentences of the American conſuls in France will 
be executed by certain officers of Jullice in that country. The legal o. 
pinion of che lay officers of the United States, which the government fat 
adopted, oppoſes ſuch a cenficutiion, The y rench have alſo contended, 
that deſeriers from French yeſſels ought to be- apprehended by the jugh- 
cial gfficers of the Vnigd States, upon other evidence than the original 
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;8ifted that the ard eee a the original Role to be 


produced. This cee was rs r tevived by the Cooful-Goneryl of the 


ce on tis ocealin jill be joined 
to "the . 8 gary: — * y "theſe ioftruftions, yo 
"The United States cannot coulent to the erefling of foreign rfibunils 


- within their juriſdiction. We conſider the judicial authority of con- 


ſuls as deſcribed in the Conſalar Convention, to be voluntary, ot com- 
pulfary, in the country where they relide ; And that their decifions, if 
not obeyed by the laws of their proper country ; apd fuch e provifidn 
you will ſee has been made in France, where a penalty of 14000 livres i is 
impoſed on che citizen who refuſcs obedience to a conſular deciſion in 
a foreign Kate, "y 

The Confular Copyention » will expire in about four years ; and if a a 


ny great difficuldies ariſe in ſeuling the terms of a pew one, that which 


exiſts mult take its courſe ; but if the French government ſhould be ſi- 
lent on the laben of the Conſular Convenin, Rene muy be eblervl 
my or pu. | 

The ports. of the Vnited States being frequented by the vellets of 
different belligerent powers, at bende neceſſary t to regulate the * times 
oftheir faling. The Preſidegt, cherefore, adopted what was an pine? 


to be the received rule in Europe; and ordered that after tbe fuling of 


a veſſel of one of the belligerent powers, twenty-four bours ſhould clapſe 
before an armed veſſel of an enemy of the former ſhould 44 14 | 
This rule has wot been duly reſpeted by be armed veſſel of France and 
Great-Britain. _ 

| As the tranquillity of the Upiced States requires, that no hoſtile move- 
ments be commenced within their jurifdiftion ; and the intereſts of com. 
werce demand an entire freedom to the departure of vellels from their 


ports, it may be expedient exprebily is recognize the above meniioned 


12 2 will alſo be expedient to agree ( on the extent of territorial juriſdie- 
non on the ſea coalt, and in what ſituations bays and ſounds may be faid 


| to be land locked, and within S of ihe foereign of th a4. 
: Nene Country | 
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on FRY e's 8 iy (will Be Waaler to alter ind 
ameud the treatzes which tow. exiſt bett een France and the Unit- 
ed States, the (lowing lag principles, 2 r the So 
tion, are ſubjoitied. we 

ah . Mihai rhe OVEN bs ut that 
no blame er cenſute be direAly br indirettly imputed to the Lt. 
ed Stätes. But on the cher had, however Ekeptiohable in the 
view of our own governinient and in the eyes'of ah impattial Worll 
ey have been the conduct of France, yet ſhe inay be unwilling te to 

acknowledge any aggreffions, and we do not with to wound her 

feelings or to excite refcntthent. It wilf therefbre be Belt to adopt 
on this point the principle of the Britiſh Treaty, and « terminate 
our differencts"iti fuet a müßner, is without referring to the mer. 
its of our reſpeQive complaints And pretenfioas, may be the belt 
calculared to produce mutual farisfa&ion and good underſtanding,” 
2. That ”y wed age, ind Rrour of ' France during the pref- 
ent war, l 


3. That no ee Jae inconfiſtent with the 0 be: l 
tions of any prior treaty. 3 
ce with any other 


4 That no reſtraint on our lav ful 
nation be admitted; 

5. That bo ſipulatſon be made, under colour of which Weh 
can be eſtabliſhed Within our juriſdi&ien or perſonal privileges 
claimed, by French citizens, incompatible with the complete ſove - 
reignty/ and independence. of f the U United States i in matters of ' policy, 
commerce and government. 

It will be expedient t to limit the duration bf the t treaty 10 a term 
of from ten to twenty years. Such changes in the, circumſtances | 
of the two, parties are li likely to happen within either of thoſe peri- 
ods, as to. give one or both good reaſon 1 to dehre a change i in the 
conditions: of the treaty. From this limitation may be encepted 
ſuch articles as are declaratory of a late of peace, or as are intend- 
ed to, regulate the conduct of the two nations at the commences.” . 
ment of, or during a ſtate of war, or which are founded in morali- 
ty pad PE and are in | their nafure of perpetual Bins, "1 


9; 


22 

lis kind way, be conſigned the tenth article ofthe. treaty with 
ext-Britain ; which therefore i r ve be ee 
into the treaty with, king 

Finally, the great object of the government 93 727 to. do 7 
to Fragce and her citigens, if i in any thing we have injured them: 
obtain juſtice for the ; multiplied injuries they have committed 
againſt us; and to preſerve peace, your ſtyle and manner of proceed- | 
2 will be ſuch as ſhall moſt directly tend to ſecure iheſe objects. 
There, may be ſuch a change of men and meaſures in France as 
will authorize, perhaps render politic, the uſe of ſtrong language, in 
defcriving the treatment we haye received, On the other hand, 
the French, goyerument may be determined to fryſtrate the nego- 
ciation, and | throw the odium on this country; in which caſe, any 
thing like warmth and barſhneſs would be madę the pretext. If 
things remain in their preſent ſituation the ſtyle « of repreſentation 
will unite, as much as poſſible, calm dignity with kmplicity, force 
of ſentiment with mildneſs of language, and be calculated to im: 
_ preſs an idea of inflexible perſeyerance, rd than of diſtruſt or 
confidence. 

X With theſe | inftruQions you, FY, receive the following decu- 
ments. 

7. The printed ſtats papers comining the correſpondenc be. 

Shag the Secretary of State ang t the French Miniſter, Mr. Gente. 

2. The letter dated Jan. 16th, 2 79Þ from the Secretary of Nate, 
to Gen. Pisesnax, and the documents therein referred to, in 
| ere all the known complaints of the French g ernwent, f fince 
the recall of Mr. Gene, are exhibited and difcuſſed. . + 
? 3. A report from the Secretary af State to the Honſe of Repre- 
 ſentatives, dated the 29th of Feb. 1797, exhibiting the Nate bf A- 
mexican claimg_ which had been preſented to the French govetn- 
ment, (but few « of which have been fatisfied) together with ſome fur- 
Et information relative to the depredations by the officers and peo: 
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| ple of that n ation on the commerce of the United States. 
4. A report made by the Secretary of State to the Preſident of 
- the United States on the 21ſt of June, 1797) and be ik wid bes 


f che 22d. 
ore Congreſs on the 2 A Ag 


5. Certain original depoſitions, proteſts, and other papers relative - 

to Freneh ſpoliations on the commerce and perſonal inſults and in. 

juries to the citizens of the United State. PETS. 

6. The documents laid before the Houſe of Repreſentatives, the 8 

15th of May, 1597, relative to Gen. Pruc«xzy's miſſion to Paris 

and co:nprehending ſome papers relative to the capture and con- 8 15 

1 demnation, of American veſſels by the French. SIN 

7 The enreſpondence with the French Cacti Gd lu 2 

* to the Conſular Convention. ” 

5 TIMOTHY PICKERING, Tome 4 . 
ö | 
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10 THE READER. 
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| a+ THE bee contained in this bebe 2 

| is of the higheſt importance to every citizen of Amer= 
ica.— As long as national dignity ſhall be reſpeted ;— 

as long as virtue, honor and good faith ſhall be regard- _ 

5 ed among men, the In ſtructions to our Envoys at Paris 


will ſtand an everlaſting monument, to the glory of- the 


; Executive of the United  States.—The Diſpatches, as 
1 they unveil to us the ambitious and tyrannical views' of 
the Cabinet of France, and fully diſcloſe the intentions 
S of the Directory towards theſe United States ;—muſt 


: be confidered as a moſt valuable Denny and * 
, to be in — man's Hof 28 | | 


1 8 
. 

* 

2 1 


ligt eg i fog F ta dane katy wiz 2 
— bud l Luce 16 ende ac gy inoirallugt aaαν 6. 
why 12 ent bind 24d Yo 5823 11 347 85 2 
ell ende A Yo Nucl! ad voted big! wavmunch d 
i151 61 nom 8 en e ns) ot eilen 81 e461 bo #19 1 t 
- + 0nd bes aunque. ot os Frucle q X60? you dang 03 bn 

_— dt v4 £220 iu bs — 

dt wt 9 10h, 8 nels 1 Sabri. ẽðỹ˖LTlc T N 
fray 0911022064) waitin) a of veg 
8 * . + ana} H 01 1 1114 our ane A: 


ow” 


* 7 - 
> 1 — * 
* 2 1 - # 
f Ln (2 4 "2 ; * a 


— N 7 — — 
w * * a ; — 422 
%s+ aw Amos 1 — my 
* A... — 2:2 + AI 4 
© * > « - 


. FAQ, TA-A1T OT 


— . 


— 


+ ns” ci FE 11 11 d N Nen AA T 
> RI N M r * 90 e ns DAY 4K A 3dFÞ un 
— IV TY e dn i Nel Ad. 
en $8 e Aude n tenen u,, Ne 
i W A e v4) e eee ee n by 
8 \5 Ne a Remane unis min. $3 + un bnd dn 
de eee eee bun) e eee 
ys = te WT A U] n we0 iy; dunn I zn v3 ne vB 
285 l 85 2881 > 35 LN 13% * *. 1» FOES 3 nien da 

. <4; (324612 l Jan nl Nenn 388 * 
TI wah ee Wb ne e S i 50 3b? $95 74 


n N A* l W e AD 92 91 58 | vs 


LEARY 
1 4-5 Poa. 


. a . hs = 
4". ks T l *" n * - = ow 
” - 4 — 
— —_— - * 2 - 
27 wor” — 8 Rn — ” * 
2 9 * * n adn RC — 4 _ 
- * 'A f _— _ — —_ 
y * 2 * ” 


s — 
— by > ror 


3 * * ** 
— — . 


— 
= 


OTIS, 
—— 


A es tn, / 
* A 4 -1.9 <> — * 
— n 
9 
— —ê 24 AY ED 
_ 44 —— 


